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ACT	1 
 

CLAUDIA:Are you sure you don’t mind? 

SARAH:No, of course not… 

CLAUDIA:You were the only person I could ask…not that I assumed you would say “yes”….I don’t 
want you to think that…. 

SARAH:Of course I wouldn’t… 

CLAUDIA:I never thought I would have to ask you though… 

SARAH:But you never expected to be homeless… 

(Claudia does not reply). 

SARAH:Did you? 

CLAUDIA:I was never sure of Titus…sometimes he could be pleasant but other times he would be 
very hard to talk to… 

SARAH:Do you think he might have been planning this? Waiting for the moment when…. 

CLAUDIA:Joel died… 

(Sarah nods). 

CLAUDIA:It looks that way, doesn’t it? 

SARAH:But that is such a cruel thing to do…Wait until your husband dies and then tell you the 
Farm belongs to him… 

CLAUDIA.And I had to find somewhere else to live…. 

SARAH:That is so… heartless…. 

CLAUDIA:It wouldn’t be to him… 

SARAH:Wouldn’t it? What makes you say that? 

CLAUDIA:All he has to think about is himself…No wife, no family…. 

SARAH:How selfish is that…. 

CLAUDIA:I’ve seen it before with people who don’t get to share their life with anyone…they 
become self-centered… 

SARAH:But that doesn’t justify what he did to you…  
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CLAUDIA:Of course not, but you learn so many life lessons over time that when you get to my 
age, almost nothing comes as a surprise… 

SARAH:Not even this?… 

CLAUDIA:No, because it’s all down to the person Titus is…he’s no different to some people I’ve 
known… 

SARAH:What was he like to you while Joel was sick? 

CLAUDIA:He would ask how he was and then go to work…he would spend very little time talking 
to me… 

SARAH:He probably didn’t want show he was concerned.. He wanted to keep his distance so, 
when Joel died, it was a lot easier for him to tell you what he was going to do. 

CLAUDIA:To tell you the truth, Sarah, his lack of concern didn’t bother me at all…I was only 
thinking about Joel… 

SARAH:Of course you were… 

CLAUDIA:But, yes, I probably did make it easier for him. I never did ask what would happen if…. 
.are you thinking I should have done?     

SARAH:Definitely not! 

CLAUDIA:(pointedly) What are you thinking, Sarah? 

SARAH:Two things….Firstly, how unbelievably cruel he’s been to you…. 

CLAUDIA:And the second…. 

SARAH:How he’s going to get away with it… 

CLAUDIA:But he’s not, Sarah…. 

SARAH:What do you mean? 

CLAUDIA:There’s no way he’s going to get away with it!! 

SARAH:Good for you!! 

CLAUDIA:I’m going to go to the Judge and plead for justice… 

SARAH:What if he doesn’t give it to you? 

CLAUDIA:I will keep asking him until he does…. 

SARAH:Is there anything I can do to help? 
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CLAUDIA:That’s kind of you to offer, Sarah, but there isn’t really… Only I know what happened 
and what Titus did… 

SARAH:But doesn’t he have an assistant? 

CLAUDIA:You’re thinking of Gaius, aren’t you? 

(Sarah nods) 

SARAH:He probably won’t speak against Titus, will he? 

CLAUDIA:Probably not… but that’s not going to stop me….nothing will, Sarah… 

SARAH:If there is a God, then the Judge will give you Justice… 

CLAUDIA:If there is a God, why has this happened to me? 

(Bethany enters) 

SARAH:Hello Bethany 

BETHANY:Hello Sarah…..Hello Claudia…. 

CLAUDIA:Hello Bethany 

BETHANY:I’ve just finished my cleaning so I thought I would come round… 

SARAH:Is Simon with Elias?…. 

BETHANY:I hope he is….I hope he hasn’t gone to the Market…. 

SARAH:Didn’t he tell you? 

BETHANY:No…but I’m not surprised (pause) For some reason, Simon hasn’t been showing me 
any respect lately……   

SARAH:I’m sorry to hear that….how does he get on with his Dad?....Does he like working with the 
clay? 

BETHANY:Elias says he does….but whether he’ll be another Potter like his Dad, well, only God 
(stops herself)…only time will tell…  

CLAUDIA:That’s alright, Bethany…..I don’t mind you saying that….   

BETHANY:You don’t blame God, then? 

CLAUDIA:How can you blame someone you don’t know? 
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BETHANY:But I thought God could see us…. and what we are like… and if he can then he must 
somehow right this wrong… 

CLAUDIA:I’m about to find out, Bethany, aren’t I? 

BETHANY:What do you mean, Claudia?   

CLAUDIA:I going to the Judge to plead for Justice… 

BETHANY:(incredulously) Do you think you will get it from him? 

CLAUDIA:You sound as though I won’t….. 

BETHANY:I’ve heard what sort of person he is…. 

CLAUDIA:Have you? 

BETHANY:Elias is a friend of Stephen, the Judge’s Assistant….and Stephen told Elias he sees 
women as being inferior to men… 

CLAUDIA:Does he now? Well, he’s in for a shock!! And there’s no time like the present….I’ll see 
you both later…. 

(Claudia leaves) 

BETHANY:I could have also told Claudia how corrupt the Judge is… 

SARAH:Corrupt? 

(Bethany nods) 

BETHANY:But I don’t think it would have helped her….Unless she’s has something she could 
bribe the Judge with…. 

(Sarah shakes her head) 

SARAH:But if Claudia doesn’t get justice….what Titus did goes unpunished…. 

BETHANY:It seems that way… 

SARAH:But that is so wrong!! (pause) I can’t let that happen!!… 

BETHANY:Are you thinking of going to the Judge, too? 

SARAH:No, not the Judge….I am going to see Titus…. 

BETHANY:Are you? 

SARAH:And tell him exactly what I think of him!... 
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ACT	2	
 

JUDGE:Who am I seeing today? 

STEPHEN:Two brothers… 

JUDGE:What’s the dispute? 

STEPHEN:It’s over the land their Father owned… 

JUDGE:Owned? 

STEPHEN:He died….Now one brother is claiming all the land is his, the other is saying it should 
be divided equally… 

JUDGE:Do we know the wishes of their Father? 

STEPHEN:It depends on which brother you ask….. 

JUDGE:So what do we know about the brothers? 

STEPHEN:One brother would help his Father on the farm, the other had a stall in the market…. 

JUDGE:And? 

STEPHEN:One brother is now saying to the other that he can’t have a claim because he never 
worked on the farm…. 

JUDGE:What does he say to that? 

STEPHEN:He had been told by their Father that the land would be shared half and half… 

JUDGE:Even though he didn’t help his Father…. 

STEPHEN:His Father didn’t tell him he had to….he let both brothers decide for themselves what 
they wanted to do with their lives.… 

JUDGE:There’s nothing wrong with that… 

STEPHEN:One played it safe on the farm…the other took a risk with the Market Stall…. 

JUDGE:Has the risk paid off? 

(Stephen nods) 

STEPHEN:I’m told he’s not short of money…far from it…. 
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JUDGE:He might need it….if he wants the land….  

STEPHEN:He knows what he has to do…if you are to rule in his favour… 

JUDGE:I will listen to what the other brother has to say but…. 

STEPHEN:….he would be wasting his time?..... 

JUDGE:I know what you’re trying to do…. 

STEPHEN:You do? 

JUDGE:You’re trying to make me feel guilty about accepting his money… 

STEPHEN:You just wouldn’t expect a Judge to do that… 

JUDGE:And I wouldn’t expect my Assistant to take the moral high ground... 

STEPHEN:I don’t think it’s right… 

JUDGE:What’s come over you? You’ve never said anything before? 

STEPHEN:I know…. 

JUDGE:Don’t tell me, you’ve found God…. 

STEPHEN:God? 

JUDGE:Someone or something has made you aware that God exists…..And He’s told you what is 
right and what is wrong… 

(Stephen shakes his head) 

JUDGE:Has God told you to be my conscience? Or has he said you should be outspoken and 
judgmental? 

(Stephen again shakes his head) 

JUDGE:So what is it? Who or what has changed your attitude? 

STEPHEN:I never thought what you did was…. right 

JUDGE: So you’ve been keeping that to yourself….all this time… 

STEPHEN:You can put up with something for so long….and then something happens that 
changes the way you feel…which makes you see things in a different way… 

JUDGE:(sarcastically) Thank you for putting up with me for so long….You’ve been a very good 
assistant… 
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STEPHEN:That sounds as though I am leaving? 

JUDGE:And now you’ve told me why… 

STEPHEN:But I like my job….I enjoy the work I do… 

JUDGE:And you’re very capable and thorough, Stephen, but could you find a job that would suit 
your moral character? 

STEPHEN:I can’t apologise for what I believe in… 

(Stephen looks away) 

JUDGE:I have been given power and authority. Not by God, so I do not respect or fear Him. I am a 
Judge so I command respect and order. My job is to do justice in the way I see fit…and that won’t 
ever change… 

STEPHEN:Why not? 

JUDGE:Because the only person I answer to… is myself. 

(Claudia hurries in).   .   

CLAUDIA:I need to speak to you… 

JUDGE:Who are you?! 

CLAUDIA:It’s urgent…very urgent!! 

JUDGE:You’ll have to wait your turn…(Pointing to Stephen) You need to speak with my 
Assistant… 

CLAUDIA:But I can’t wait…I need to tell you now… 

JUDGE:I’m very busy…. 

CLAUDIA:Of course you are …but my life has been turned upside down!!…. 

JUDGE:Your husband has left you for a younger woman? 

CLAUDIA:My husband is dead! 

JUDGE:A widow…so what do you expect me to do?. 

CLAUDIA:My husband and I lived on a farm…he managed the farm with another man, Titus…but 
my husband fell very ill and couldn’t work on the farm….When my husband died, Titus told me the 
Farm was his and ordered me to go… 
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JUDGE:Is it his? 

CLAUDIA:He’ll tell you it is…. 

JUDGE:Your word against his, then  

CLAUDIA:But Is it fair that he has made me homeless? 

JUDGE:I would have to talk to him…. 

CLAUDIA:I’ve lost my husband….I’ve lost my home…I’ve lost so much….please will you help 
me…..  
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ACT	3	
 

BETHANY:You need to have a word with him, Elias! 

ELIASDo I? 

BETHANY:This has got to stop…. 

ELIAS:What has Simon done? 

BETHANY:It’s the way he talks to me…. 

ELIAS:He’s not a child anymore, Bethany… 

BETHANY:What difference does that make? 

ELIAS:He’s growing up, He’s starting to learn life lessons. They were never easy, don’t you 
remember? 

BETHANY:I remember always showing respect to my parents… 

ELIAS:Do you think everyone is the same? 

BETHANY:No…but every child should respect their parents… 

ELIAS:I’m sure Simon respects you….and, of course, I’ll talk to him…I just think we need to 
understand the learning curve he’s now on… 

BETHANY:You probably could do that better than me… 

ELAIS:I know what you mean…..I can remember what my Dad said to me, “You need to learn to 
say goodbye…” 

BETHANY:Goodbye? 

ELIAS:“Goodbye to being a boy…This stage of your life is ending…” 

BETHANY: Do you think Simon is ready to say goodbye? 

(Elias nods) 

ELIAS:I see that when we are working together…I can tell him to do something and before he 
would just do it. Now, he’s starting to challenge me… 

BETHANY:In what way? 

ELIAS:I will tell him not to add any more water to the clay but he will tell me it needs more… 
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BETHANY:But you know what you’re talking about, Elias…you’ve been a Potter for many years…. 

ELIAS:I know… 

BETHANY:So what do you tell him? 

ELIAS:I’ll explain why the clay doesn’t need any more water… 

BETHANY:Does he accept what you say? 

(Elias nods)   . 

BETHANY:With respect? 

(Elias nods) 

BETHANY:Then it must be me…. 

ELIAS:Don’t say that…. 

BETHANY:Why not? It must be true… 

ELIAS:This is a new stage of his life. He probably doesn’t see himself as a child now, so he’ll react 
to things in a different way…. 

BETHANY:Do you think he’s forgotten I still wash his clothes and prepare his meals? 

ELIAS:Of course, he hasn’t….   

BETHANY:So why does he behave differently to me than to you?.. 

ELIAS:(interrupts) Look, when he’s back from the market, why don’t I have…. 

(Simon enters)  

SIMON:I’ve just heard that all the farm belongs to Titus….Did you know that, Dad? 

ELIAS:Yes, your Mum told me… 

SIMON:(turns accusingly to his Mum) Why didn’t you tell me? 

BETHANY:Because I haven’t had a chance, Simon… 

SIMON:What else haven’t you told me? 

BETHANY:Nothing…. 
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ELIAS:Did you go round and see Claudia? 

(Bethany nods) 

ELIAS:Could you tell which emotion is stronger?…The feeling of sadness about Joel or the feeling 
of anger towards Titus?…. 

BETHANY:I only really saw the anger…. 

ELIAS:It must help that she’s got Sarah to talk to… 

BETHANY:I couldn’t tell who was more angry… 

ELIAS:Really? But they can’t do much about what’s happened, can they? 

(Bethany starts to laugh). 

ELIAS:What’s so funny? 

BETHANY:Claudia was going to the Judge to plead for Justice and Sarah was going to tell Titus 
what she thought of him…. 

SIMON:That’s very brave….of both of them….. 

ELIAS:We should pray for them… 

SIMON:Pray? I didn’t know you did that, Dad… 

BETHANY:Neither did I…. 

ELIAS:I don’t….but I have thought about it…. 

SIMON:Who would you be praying to? 

ELIAS:God, of course…. 

SIMON:But why ask the help of someone you’ve never had any time for? 

ELIAS:I was probably too busy so I didn’t find the time… 

BETHANY:It’s because we lead such busy lives… 

SIMON:But how would you pray, Dad?....What would you do? What would you say? 

ELIAS:I would probably find somewhere quiet and then just start talking… 

SIMON:You’d pray on your own?… 

BETHANY:I could come with you, Elias.. 
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ELIAS:What about you, Simon? 

SIMON:I don’t know….Dad, I need to go to the Market tomorrow, so… 

(Bethany interrupts) 

BETHANY:Shouldn’t you be helping your Dad, Simon? 

SIMON:I’m not talking to you….I’m talking to Dad… 

ELIAS:Alright Simon…I’ll see you later in the day 

(Simon leaves – Bethany turns to Elias ) 

BETHANY:Do you see what I mean? 

(Elias nods) 
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ACT	4	
 

TITUS:And you haven’t told anyone? 

GAIUS:Only Simon… 

TITUS:You’ve what?! 

GAIUS:I’ve only told him that all the farm is now yours… 

TITUS:And nothing about the widow… 

(Gaius shakes his head) 

TITUS:If I hear differently… 

GAIUS:I promise, Titus, I didn’t say a word…. 

TITUS:I don’t expect to see her ever again… 

GAIUS:But she’s bound to tell her friends… 

TITUS:Did she have any?....She spent all her time looking after Joel…And what if she did? What 
are they going to do? 

GAIUS:She’ll have to get over the shock of…. 

TITUS:The shock of what? Are you feeling sorry for her, Gaius? 

GAIUS:Not sorry… 

TITUS:Look, I made it quite clear to you what I was going to do when Joel was still alive…if you 
are having second thoughts about that then you can leave, too… 

GAIUS:I didn’t mean that… 

TITUS:You’re  a farmhand…that’s all you are….and let me tell you that farmhands are very easy 
to find…do you understand what I’m saying? 

GAIUS:Yes, Titus, I do. 

TITUS:But you’re probably right… 

GAIUS:About what? 

TITUS:She will find a friend…. I suppose she must have one somewhere…and she’ll tell what I’ve 
done….but that’s all she'll do… 
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GAIUS:Do you think she could do anything else? 

(Titus shakes his head)  

TITUS:She’s old…so anything else would be too much of an effort….anyway, if she took it further 
it would be her word against mine…. 

GAIUS:It would… 

TITUS:But I always have you to rely on……. 

GAIUS:What do you mean?   

TITUS:You would make the difference… 

GAIUS:Me? (pause) How would I? 

TITUS:You would have heard Joel say to me that when he died, I would own the entire farm…the 
land, the cattle… and the house… 

GAIUS:But I don’t think I did… 

(Titus looks at Gaius) 

GAIUS:I see what you mean… 

TITUS:Only if it comes to that, Gaius (pause) But you would do that, wouldn’t you? 

(Gaius nods) 

GAIUS:Yes, Titus… 

TITUS:I’ve also been thinking about where you live… 

GAIUS:My house?... 

TITUS:If you can call it that…. 

GAIUS:It’s quite small, I know…. 

TITUS:Quite small? Aren’t your front and back doors the same door?... 

(Gaius smiles) 

TITUS:Why don’t you live here?…There’s plenty of room now… 

GAIUS:Thank you, Titus….but I will have to pay you…. 
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TITUS:You can pay me by preparing my meals….I’m sure you can’t be any worse than the 
widow….. 

GAIUS:I’ll do my best, Titus…. 

(Sarah storms in) 

TITUS:Who are you? 

SARAH:My name is Sarah…. 

TITUS:What do you want? 

SARAH:A word with you… 

TITUS:(abruptly) Some other time….I’m very busy! 

SARAH:I’m a friend of Claudia’s… 

GAIUS:I told you she would have a friend… 

TITUS:(pointedly) Don’t you have work to do?! 

(Gaius leaves) 

SARAH:How could you do such a thing? 

TITUS:How could I what? 

SARAH:Have you no shame? 

TITUS:What are you talking about? 

SARAH:You told her she had to leave the farm… 

(Titus nods) 

TITUS:She knew the farm belonged to me the day Joel died…. 

SARAH:Did she? 

TITUS:Joel must have told her before he died… 

SARAH:Are you sure he did? 

TITUS:He told me….so that’s all that matters…. 

SARAH:But she’s devastated…it’s one thing losing your husband but losing your home too… 
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TITUS:He had been unwell for some time…it’s not as though he died suddenly…. 

SARAH:Why do you say that? 

TITUS:She should have been looking for a new home while he was still alive…. 

SARAH:Maybe she didn’t want to leave him on his own….or maybe he didn’t tell her she would be 
homeless when he died.. 

TITUS:You don’t believe me, do you? You don’t believe that he told me the entire farm would be 
mine when he died? Well, I couldn’t care less!! There’s nothing she can do about it! 

SARAH:She can’t do anything about it…but the Judge can… 

TITUS:The Judge? 

SARAH:You probably thought that she would just leave and walk off into the sunset. But that’s 
where you made a big mistake. She knows you took advantage of her. And it won’t matter how 
many times she goes to see him, she won’t stop, until she gets justice from the judge…... 
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ACT	5	
 

JUDGE:How much is this? 

SIMON:No idea… 

JUDGE:You’ve no idea? Isn’t this your Stall? 

(Simon shakes his head) 

JUDGE:Don’t you work here? 

SIMON:No, I don’t… I work with my Dad… 

JUDGE:Which Stall in the Market does he have? 

SIMON:He doesn’t….he doesn’t work here either… 

JUDGE:What does he do? 

SIMON:He’s a Potter… 

JUDGE:So why aren’t you helping him? Does he know you’re here? 

SIMON:Of course he does….I’m not a child…I’m old enough to come here on my own!... 

JUDGE:You obviously think that…but who are you trying to convince? 

SIMON:What do you mean? 

JUDGE:Someone thinks you’re still a child….or they’re probably talking to you as a child…it must 
be your Mum or Dad… 

SIMON:What makes you so sure? 

JUDGE:I can’t remember the last time I was wrong…. 

SIMON:It’s my Mum…she thinks I don’t respect her… 

JUDGE:Why should you? 

SIMONDon’t you respect anyone? 

(Judge shakes his head) 

SIMON:What about God? 

JUDGE:God? Why should I respect Him? What has he done for me? 
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SIMON:You’re a Judge, aren’t you? I thought you gave justice from God…. 

(The Judge shakes his head) 

JUDGE:I have power, authority and wealth….do you think they came from God? Of course 
not….They weren’t given to me… I had to work very hard to achieve these things…. 

SIMON:So why do people pray? 

JUDGE:How would I know? Why don’t you ask someone who does? 

SIMON:My Dad was thinking of praying…He wanted to pray for…. 

(Claudia enters) 

CLAUDIA:There you are… 

JUDGE:Oh, it’s you! How did you know I was here? 

CLAUDIA:I went to see you and Stephen told me where you were… 

JUDGE:What do you want? 

CLAUDIA:You know what I want! Didn’t I make it clear to you? 

JUDGE:And didn’t I make it clear to you how busy I am! 

CLAUDIA:But the longer you leave it, the more Titus will think he has done nothing wrong! 

JUDGE:That’s for me to decide, not you! 

SIMON:Can’t you help her? 

JUDGE:It’s got nothing to do with you!... 

CLAUDIA:Don’t you believe what I told you? Do you think it didn’t happen? 

JUDGE:I’m not saying it didn’t…. 

CLAUDIA:Do you have any idea how I feel? 

(The Judge shakes his head) 

CLAUDIA:I was married to Joel for many years. We never fell out of love. He was so kind and 
loving. And even when he was sick, he never became bitter and resentful. I knew he wouldn’t get 
better but that didn’t make it any easier. And when that day came when he died, I  just cried and 
cried…I couldn’t stop crying….. 
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SIMON:How sad…poor you…. 

CLAUDIA:I was devastated….How could I carry on? How could I live my life without Joel?....I 
didn’t want to see anyone so thought I would stay at home…little did I know… 

SIMON:It probably was the last thing you expected… 

(Claudia nods her head) 

SIMON:What did Titus say to you? 

CLAUDIA:“As you know, the farm is now mine, I don’t want you living here…” 

JUDGE:“As you know”? So you knew, then? 

CLAUDIA:I don’t remember Joel saying that to me…..And if he did, I’m sure I would have asked 
Titus what he was planning to do with the farm… 

JUDGE:But you were nursing your dying husband, so you must have been emotionally drained. 
Your best years are behind you so you could easily have forgotten… 

CLAUDIA:But do you think what he did was fair? 

SIMON:Of course not…. 

CLAUDIA:I’m not asking for the farm back….all I want is justice….I’ve been wronged…it’s not 
something I can just forget about…. 

JUDGE:It would be better if you did…. 

CLAUDIA:You probably look at me and think I’m not worthy of justice,….I’m a woman…I have no 
standing in the town….I’m a person of no importance… 

SIMON:He wouldn’t think that… 

JUDGE:How would you know? (Turns to Claudia) I’ve already told you that you will have to wait 
your turn…And now I’ll tell you something else, “Stop bothering me because.I’ve had enough of 
seeing you!!….” 

(Judge strides off) 

SIMON:Why is the Judge like that? He sounds as though he’s on the side of Titus. But after what 
you’ve just said to him, how can he be? 

CLAUDIA:There’s only one thing I can do… 

SIMON:What’s that 
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CLAUDIA:I’ll keep asking him… 

SIMON:But he’s told you not to… 

CLAUDIA:I know…but there is no way I will stop…you never achieve anything without a 
struggle…..    
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ACT	6	
 

STEPHEN:You’ll have to tell Bethany… 

ELIAS:I know I will…but she won’t understand why I told Simon 

STEPHEN:You had your reasons….. 

ELIAS:I could have waited and told him when he was older… 

STEPHEN:But you thought he was at the right age… 

ELIAS:I couldn’t keep it from him any longer…he kept telling me how much he wanted a brother or 
sister…he kept asking me why didn’t he have one?… 

STEPHEN:And you gave him the reason why… 

(Elias nods) 

ELIAS:I told him the truth….I told him how much his Mum had gone through…and how close I was 
to losing her…so we both decided not to have any more children. 

STEPHEN:You both made that decision…. 

(Elias nods) 

ELIAS:We both agreed…and yet Simon is acting as though it was Bethany’s decision and not 
mine….the way he talks to her….the way he keeps answering back to her….… 

STEPHEN:He probably thinks that because only you told him… 

ELIAS:And Bethany is bound to ask why I did? (pause). We both should have told him… 

STEPHEN:Do you think Simon will ever accept your decision? 

ELIAS:Yes, over time..(pause) I think if something is not how it should be, the passing of time can 
help change things for the better     

STEPHEN:That depends if you can wait that long… 

ELIAS:I think I can… 

STEPHEN:I can’t… 
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ELIAS:You’ve made a decision… 

(Stephen nods) 

ELIAS:Have you told him? 

STEPHEN:I will…later today…. 

ELIAS:What do you think he’ll say? 

STEPHEN:He won’t be surprised… 

ELIAS:Why not? 

STEPHEN:We’ve already talked about it… 

ELIAS:So he knows what you think of him? 

(Stephen nods) 

STEPHEN:And he couldn’t care less….He’s so arrogant and selfish…. 

ELIAS:And is that the only reason why you’re leaving? 

(Stephen shakes his head) 

ELIAS:What is it, Stephen? 

STEPHEN:He is the exact opposite of what a Judge should be… 

ELIAS:He gives justice, doesn’t he? 

STEPHEN:I said, “should be” not “should do” (pause) He’s corrupt…he takes bribes so yes, he 
gives justice…but at his price…. 

ELIAS:I see….Was he any different when you first met him?… 

STEPHEN:No, he’s always been like that…. 

ELIAS:Had you thought of leaving before? 

STEPHEN:Once or twice… 

ELIAS:So why now? 

STEPHEN:What did you just say about time? How time can change the way you feel about things. 
That can happen..…but not always for the better. 
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ELIAS:But you’ve worked as an Assistant to the Judge for so long? 

STEPHEN:I know…perhaps I was hoping he would change… but now I’m certain he won’t… 

ELIAS:I can’t help thinking that being on your own doesn’t help… 

STEPHEN:I’ve got used to my own company… 

ELIAS:Have you thought of praying? 

STEPHEN:Why would I do that? 

ELIAS:I think God will help you…and anyone else who needs it….I’m hoping he’ll help Claudia… 

STEPHEN:Claudia?...The widow? 

(Elias nods)…. 

ELIAS:If anyone deserves justice…. 

STEPHEN:But I just can’t see her getting it from the Judge…. 

ELIAS:Nothing will put Claudia off though….She’ll keep going to see him because she believes 
that if, at first you don’t succeed, you have to try and try again….. 
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ACT	7	
 

BETHANY:I can’t believe you went to see him… 

SARAH:Why not? 

BETHANY:I couldn’t have done….I’d be too scared of what he might do … 

SARAH:I had to do it…I was so angry with Titus… 

BETHANY:I was, too, but I wasn’t as brave as you… 

SARAH:You see, Bethany, you can do these things when you are free and single…you don’t have 
to think of anyone else… 

BETHANY:I’m sure what he said didn’t surprise you… 

SARAH:Of course not…he’s in no doubt Joel told him the farm would be his…. 

BETHANY:We’ll never know, will we?… 

SARAH:Only if Claudia persuades the Judge to give her justice….. 

BETHANY:Has she asked you to go with her? 

(Sarah shakes her head) 

BETHANY:I’m not surprised…I think she prefers to fight her own battles… 

SARAH:I’ve heard that people mellow with age…Claudia must be the exception… 

BETHANY:I don’t think the Judge will frighten her…She is so defiant and determined….No one will 
put her off…oh, that reminds me, there’s something I have to tell you, Sarah… 

SARAH:What’s that? 

BETHANY:You’ve heard of Stephen, the Assistant to the Judge… 

SARAH:What about him? 

BETHANY:He’s gone… 

SARAH:Gone? 

BETHANY:He decided he doesn’t want to work for the Judge anymore…He told Elias… 
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SARAH:Did Elias tell you what made him decide that? 

(Bethany nods) 

SARAH:You don’t have to tell me…. 

BETHANY:It wasn’t as though he had this really serious argument with the Judge…it was more to 
do with the person he is…. 

SARAH:I remember you saying to me the Judge was corrupt and took bribes… 

BETHANY:Stephen must have thought, “I’ve had enough” (pause) We all have a breaking point….   

SARAH:I hope you haven’t reached yours with Simon…. 

BETHANY:Elias said he was going to talk to him today…I’ll see how Simon speaks to me when 
they’re back home…   

(The Judge strides up to Sarah and Bethany) 

JUDGE:Are either of you married? 

BETHANY:Yes, why? 

JUDGE:What does your husband do? 

BETHANY:He’s a Potter… 

JUDGE:Does he enjoy what he does? 

BETHANY:Most of the time….I mean, we all have bad days at work… 

JUDGE:Tell me about it….would he like to do something different? 

BETHANY:I don’t know…I would have to ask him….what did you have in mind? 

JUDGE:I need an Assistant….the one I had, has had a crisis…. 

BETHANY:A crisis? 

JUDGE:A crisis of conscience….. 

BETHANY:So you don’t think he’ll come back…. 

JUDGE:I very much doubt it… 

BETHANY:Was his name, “Stephen”? 
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(The Judge nods) 

BETHANY:So you must be…. 

(Claudia enters) 

CLAUDIA:I’ve just been to see you….Where’s your Assistant? Is he unwell? 

JUDGE:Not you!! Just when I thought my day couldn’t getting any worse… 

CLAUDIA:You must have made a decision by now…will you please give me justice? 

JUDGE:This really is not the right time… 

CLAUDIA:Not the right time? But I don’t have a right time…..can’t you see that? 

JUDGE:Can’t you see that my job has to be done in an orderly way? 

CLAUDIA:But how can you do that if your Assistant’s not there? 

JUDGE:I can cope… 

CLAUDIA:I can’t…..I really can’t….I don’t sleep at night….I eat much less that I used to…. 

JUDGE:Life can be hard…. 

CLAUDIA:and unfair…Do you realise what you can do for me? With your power and authority, you 
can change my life... 

JUDGE:I change many people’s lives….I’m well aware of that….. 

CLAUDIA:So why don’t you take pity on me? How long will I have to keep asking you? 

JUDGE:Are you really never going to stop? 

CLAUDIA:Only one thing will stop me… 

JUDGE:I’ve never known anyone like you…. and I hope I never will again….but the thought of 
having to see and listen to you time after time makes me…..makes me give you what you want. 

CLAUDIA:Thank you….and about time too… 

JUDGE:You better walk back with me…..     
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(Judge and Claudia walk off) 

BETHANY:I’m so pleased for Claudia…. 

SARAH:Me too…and isn’t Titus in for a shock? 

BETHANY:He better start praying… 

SARAH:What made you say that? 

BETHANY:Elias brought it up…he wanted to pray for Claudia…and perhaps he did… 

SARAH:Do you think there is a God? 

BETHANY:We won’t know until we look for Him… 

SARAH:But I never saw Claudia praying…unless she didn’t want to tell me…   

BETHANY:Maybe that was her way of praying…. 

SARAH:Her way? 

BETHANY:Yes, by persevering… always hoping… never giving up, 

SARAH:You mean, going to see the Judge until she got what she wanted… 

(Bethany nods) 

BETHANY:And It might also mean that God is all around us….and that he is at work in people who 
don’t believe or fear him….. 

SARAH:It makes you think that way…Anyway, I can’t wait until Claudia gets back… 

BETHANY:That reminds me, I better get back and prepare our meal…Elias and Simon are usually 
very hungry when they are back from work 

SARAH:I really hope Simon isn’t rude to you…. 

(Bethany doesn’t reply) 

SARAH:What is it, Bethany? 

BETHANY:I know what I’ll do…..On my way home, I’ll say a prayer…I’ll pray 

that Elias, Simon and I can be a happy and united family. That’s what I’ll do…..I’ll pray. 

 


