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ACT 1 

PHILIP: What are we going to do? 

SIMON: What can we do? 

JOHN: I think we should wait here… 

THOMAS: Wait here? Why? They’ll come looking for us… 

MATTHEW: And when they find us…they’ll probably arrest us…. 

THOMAS: We’re not safe here…we have to leave… 

PHILIP: But if we go, they might catch us… 

SIMON: Would they have started to look already? 

THOMAS: I doubt it…that’s why the sooner we leave the better… 

JOHN: I still think we should wait here... 

MATTHEW: Why, John? 

JOHN: We should wait until Peter is back with us… 

PHILIP: Peter…of course… 

SIMON: Had you forgotten about him? 

PHILIP: No, of course not…I’m finding it hard to think straight…  

SIMON: I know what you mean, Philip. I’m sure we all feel the same way… 

JOHN: We’re all in a state of shock… 

PHILIP: I can’t believe Jesus has been arrested…. 

MATTHEW: I can…but what I find hard to believe is Jesus knew it was going to 

happen…and He told us that one of us was going to betray him… 

SIMON: So why would Judas have done that? 

MATTHEW: Money, probably…he would have been offered a lot of money…and 

that can be very hard to resist… 

THOMAS: You should know, Matthew…you were once a tax collector…  
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MATTHEW: Yes, I was…..a dishonest tax collector driven by greed. I didn’t have 

many friends but that didn’t matter because I had money. And I was 

never short of money…  

SIMON: But you gave that all up when you met Jesus……. 

MATTHEW: He asked me to follow him, so I had to make a choice. (pause) Life is 

made up of choices and they all shape your life… 

SIMON: That’s what Judas did… 

THOMAS: And that’s what we have to do now… 

JOHN: So, Thomas, you don’t want to wait for Peter? 

THOMAS: How do you know he’s coming back?  

 PHILIP: He might have been arrested too… 

THOMAS: We will stand a much better chance of not being found in this room if 

we go now…… 

JOHN: What about Jesus, Thomas? Don’t you want to find out what’s 

happened to him? 

THOMAS: Of course, I want to know….but I want to be alive when I do! 

MATTHEW: If we leave now, we would be turning our back on both Jesus and 

Peter… 

SIMON: You’re right, Matthew…and I couldn’t do that… 

PHILIP: Neither could I. I will never forget that day when Jesus came up to 

me and said, “Follow me”. I knew that meant putting Jesus first in my 

life. That hasn’t changed so that’s why I’m staying…  

THOMAS: Do you really think Jesus wants us to stay here? Do you think He 

wants us all to be arrested too? If he did, don’t you think he would 

have told us? He could have said something at the meal we had…. 

{Peter enters, fearful and exhausted)  

SIMON: Peter!! 

PHILIP: It’s so good to see you! 

MATTHEW: What can you tell us, Peter?  
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PETER: They took Jesus to the house of a High Priest….I followed and 

waited…and then I started to feel the cold….it was so cold….but I 

saw a charcoal fire burning in the courtyard, so I went up to it to 

warm myself….  

MATTHEW: So people must have seen you… 

(Peter nods)  

PETER: As I was warming my hands, this servant girl came up to me and 

asked if I was a follower of Jesus… 

SIMON: What did you say? 

PETER: I….denied it… 

PHILIP: Did you?.....Did she believe you? 

PETER: I think so …I’m not sure…but then this man comes up to me and 

says he recognizes me as one of Jesus’ disciples…. And, again, I 

deny it….I tell him I have no idea what he’s talking about…. 

JOHN: Did you hear what was happening inside the house?  

(Peter shakes his head)  

MATTHEW: Did anyone else accuse you? 

PETER: Yes, and he said he was certain I was a follower of Jesus… 

MATTHEW: What made him so sure?  

PETER: My accent….he said it was Galilean…so, as he knew Jesus came 

from Galilee, I must be a follower… 

MATTHEW: What did you say to him? 

PETER: I got really angry...I cursed and told him I didn’t know Jesus and then 

the worst thing happened… 

SIMON: What was that? 

PETER: A cock crowed twice (pause) Do you remember what Jesus told me 

at the meal? 

THOMAS: I do…you would deny him three times before the cock crowed… 

PETER: Jesus was right!!...But I told Him I would never deny him!! I said I 

was prepared to die for him!! But I have failed him!! I am nothing but 

a coward!!  
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MATTHEW: You’re being too hard on yourself, Peter. You were very afraid, as 

we all are. At least you went to the House of the High Priest. None of 

us were as brave as you were. 

SIMON: I agree with Matthew…you couldn’t have stayed in the 

Courtyard….you had to come back here… 

THOMAS: But what if anyone followed Peter back here? What if they were 

going to go back and tell the Temple Guards? They will be back to 

arrest us….Can’t you see... we’re not safe here… 

JOHN: I will go and find out all I can. I am sure Mary will want to come with 

me. If any of you want to go, I can’t stop you. 

PETER: None of us will be leaving, John. We will wait until you get back…. 

(Thomas turns away in frustration)   
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ACT 2 

MATTHEW: I can’t see how Jesus will be set free… 

SIMON: Why not? He hasn’t done anything wrong… 

MATTHEW: Everyone is against him…. 

PHILIP: Everyone? 

MATTTHEW: Most of the chief priests and the Pharisees…. 

SIMON: Wouldn’t someone speak up for Jesus? 

THOMAS: I doubt it…no one would be brave enough… 

PETER: I wasn’t… 

MATTHEW: None of us were, Peter… 

PHILIP: Does this mean we won’t see Jesus again? 

PETER: Of course, we will...I want to find him…I don’t want to let him down 

again….  

SIMON: I hope John and Mary are back soon….you don’t think they’ve been 

arrested too? 

MATTHEW: I would think there would be many people interested in Jesus’ 

arrest…so they should be able to lose themselves in the crowd….  

PHILIP: I know it’s not easy for us waiting to hear what has happened but 

what about poor Mary…. 

SIMON: She must be so worried… 

MATTHEW: She would really want to see her son… 

THOMAS: Do you think she knew this was going to happen...Do you think 

Jesus told her he was going to be arrested? 

PETER: Would that have made a difference? 

THOMAS: I doubt it….  

MATTHEW: Thomas, I have lost count the number of times you’ve said that… 

THOMAS: Said what?  



Page 6 

MATTHEW: “I doubt it”….You seem to doubt so many things even when you are 

in the presence of the Son of God…. 

THOMAS: I’ve been like that since I was a child…. I remember when my Mum 

sent me to get wood for the stove..I asked where from and when she 

told me, my first thought wasn’t to go straight there but to doubt that I 

would find wood there… 

SIMON: Do you doubt that Jesus is the Son of God?.... 

PETER: How can he?! He has travelled and learned from Jesus for the last 

three years!! 

SIMON: So why is Thomas so desperate to go?  

(John and Mary enter) 

PHILIP: John! Mary! Are you alright? 

JOHN: I have some very sad news to tell you… 

PHILIP: What is it? What’s happened to Jesus? 

JOHN: Mary, I’m sorry to have say this but... 

MARY: It’s alright, John, they need to know…  

JOHN: Jesus has been crucified… 

PETER: He’s been what?!…. 

SIMON: How did that happen? 

JOHN: We could see him before Pilate…and it looked as though Pilate is 

asking Jesus questions…. 

MATTHEW: What was he saying? 

JOHN: I couldn’t hear him….the crowd was too loud!! 

PETER: I’m not surprised!....they couldn’t believe Jesus was being 

tried…they were showing their anger…. 

JOHN: ` Yes, Peter…they were showing their anger…but against him...  

PETER: Against him? How can you be sure? 

MARY: They were shouting, “Crucify Him!” “Crucify Him!”… 

(Everyone is silent)  
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SIMON: What happened then? 

JOHN: Pilate turned to the crowd and asked who they wanted to be set 

free? 

SIMON: Set free? 

MATTHEW: Every year at Passover, a prisoner is set free.. . 

JOHN: Pilate offered the crowd Jesus or Barabbas…. 

THOMAS: Barabbas? Who’s Barabbas?... I’ve never heard of him… 

MATTHEW: He’s a rebel against Rome…and a murderer..… 

THOMAS: So they must have chosen Barabbas….a murderer over Jesus…. 

PETER: What were they thinking of?! 

JOHN: I don’t know but they were all against Jesus… 

MARY: Not one person stood up for my Son… 

THOMAS: But Mary, would anyone stand up to a large and angry crowd, all 

shouting against Jesus? I….(looks at Matthew) don’t think they 

would….  

SIMON: So after Pilate set Barabbas free, he had no choice but to hand 

Jesus over to be crucified… 

JOHN: Not before he had Jesus taken away and scourged….and that was 

brutal because when he was brought back, he was covered in 

blood… 

MATTHEW: Where did they take Jesus to be crucified? 

JOHN: Golgotha…the soldiers made him carry his cross… 

MARY: John….you haven’t said about the crown of thorns… 

JOHN: I was hoping you hadn’t seen that, Mary… 

MARY: I’m his mother…...I notice everything about my Son…  

MATTHEW: Did you say thorns? 

JOHN: The soldiers placed a crown of thorns on his head…  
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MATTHEW: So they were mocking him…treating him with contempt….   

PETER: and showing him no respect… how shameful of them!! 

PHILIP: When you got to Golgotha, did you manage to get close to Jesus?  

JOHN: Yes,,,but we first had to watch more people mock him…. 

PETER: Who was mocking him?  

JOHN: Everyone….The soldiers, the chief priests, the Pharisees 

PHILIP: What did they say? 

JOHN: “He saved others…but he can’t save himself”… 

MATTHEW It sounds as though no one had any compassion for Jesus…even 

though he was suffering beyond words… 

MARY: Everyone had turned against my Son…I never thought I would see 

that….he had done so many good things… 

SIMON: How could they have all forgotten? 

MATTHEW: How could they all accept that his crucifixion was right and just?  

THOMAS: What will become of us, now that Jesus is dead? How will we live 

our lives without him? How will we live knowing that we will never 

see him again?   
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ACT 3 

(Cornelius walks in) 

PAUL: Dad!! You’re back! 

CORNELIUS: Hello Paul… 

(Pause) 

PAUL: Well…what happened? 

CORNELIUS: They crucified him…. 

PAUL: Did they? But why? I thought only criminals were crucified…. 

CORNELIUS:  It’s such a horrible form of execution… 

PAUL: But, Dad, was Jesus a criminal?… 

CORNELIUS:  I don’t know, Paul….  

PAUL: But he must have said or done something that you didn’t know 

about… 

CORNELIUS: It’s possible… 

PAUL: Whatever it was, Dad, it must have been something serious…. 

CORNELIUS: We probably won’t ever find out what it was…  

PAUL: He’s not the first to be crucified, though…. 

CORNELIUS: And he won’t be the last…. 

PAUL: Was there a big crowd? 

(Cornelius nods) 

PAUL: They can’t have been happy…I’m sure they didn’t want that to 

happen… 

CORNELIUS:  Actually, they did…. 

PAUL: Really? After what they did the other day? 

(Cornelius nods) 

PAUL: But they were all cheering him when he came here on that donkey… 

CORNELIUS:  I know Paul… we were there, weren’t we?….we saw it for 

ourselves….  
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PAUL: I’d never seen anything like that before…had you, Dad? 

(Cornelius shakes his head) 

PAUL: People were spreading their cloaks in front of them…. 

CORNELIUS: And they were waving palm branches in the air… 

PAUL: What about all the shouting….Didn’t they call him “the King”? 

CORNELIUS:  “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord” is what 

they said… 

PAUL: So they must have wanted him to be their King? 

CORNELIUS:  Yes, Paul, but not the King they wanted… 

PAUL: What do you mean, Dad?… 

CORNELIUS:  They expected him to lead them in a revolt against Rome and take 

control. But when they realized he came as a Saviour from their sins, 

they turned on him very quickly.… 

PAUL: They changed so quickly! 

CORNELIUS:  They wanted him to save their lives… not their souls.  

PAUL: But what about all the miracles he did?….Didn’t they mean anything 

to them? 

CORNELIUS: They probably did at the time… 

PAUL: And all that he told them about God?… 

CORNELIUS: I know but he said the kingdom of God would be theirs if they repent 

and change their ways…obviously, they didn’t want to do that… 

PAUL: Do you think they were afraid of Jesus? 

CORNELIUS: Afraid? 

PAUL: Afraid of what he might do if they didn’t repent and change their 

ways… 

CORNELIUS: I don’t know, Paul…but I was told that the religious leaders didn’t like 

Jesus… 

PAUL: (Very surprised) Why not?   

CORNELIUS: They didn’t agree with the things he said and the claims he made…

   

  

PAUL: So they didn’t accept he had been sent by God?  



Page 11 

CORNELIUS: How could they? They would risk losing their power and their 

authority   

PAUL: So is that what religion is all about? (pause) Power and authority…. 

CORNELIUS: What do you think, Paul? What does religion mean to you?  

PAUL: When I hear the word, “religion”, I think of Jesus. I think of what he 

said and how he made me believe I have the best possible friend in 

God. I have someone who will always be there for me and someone 

who will never give up on me. 

CORNELIUS: Could you give up on him? 

PAUL: I don’t know, Dad…have you? 

CORNELIUS: I’m trying not to…but it’s not easy…. 

PAUL: Of course, not…you and Mum were very close… 

CORNELIUS: The three of us were…I felt so happy when we were all together…I 

thought I had been blessed by God so I would thank him. That’s 

what your Mum would always say, “Never take love for granted”…  

PAUL: I can hear Mum saying that… 

CORNELIUS: I don’t know why people are like that.. don’t they know precious love 

is? Your Mum would always tell me how much she loved me…and I 

would always tell her how much I loved her…I miss her so much.. 

PAUL: So do I…. 

(They hug each other) 

PAUL: Dad…God knows how you’re feeling….You need to ask him, to help 

you cope, with how your life has changed…..… 

CORNELIUS: I am not sure if I can…. 

PAUL: Don’t lose your faith in God, Dad… 

CORNELIUS: So why do I feel this way when I know your Mum is now with God?  

PAUL: …because she’s not with us….she’s not here to talk to… 

CORNELIUS: But shouldn’t my faith be stronger than my sadness? 

PAUL: So do you think you shouldn’t grieve about Mum? (pause) Do you 

think it is wrong? Did you know that Jesus grieved?  
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CORNELIUS: Did he? When? 

PAUL: When he found out that Lazarus had died…. 

CORNELIUS: How do you know that? 

PAUL: Someone told me . 

CORNELIUS: Why would they tell you that? 

PAUL: Dad, I don’t think I ever told you but I used to go and hear Jesus 

speak. And from what he said, I know how important it is to have 

faith in God. You can do so much with faith….as Jesus said, you can 

even move mountains…… 

That’s why I am asking you not lose your faith in Him…and that’s 

why when you grieve about Mum, I’m sure you don’t lose your 

faith…… 

CORNELIUS: I have found the loss of your Mum very heavy to bear…I haven’t 

been able to move on… but maybe it’s now time for me to take that 

leap of faith…   
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ACT 4 

MM: I wish I knew what to say to you, Mary…how can I comfort you? 

MARY: Would you stay with me?… 

MM: Of course I will…I’ll stay with you for as long as you want me to… 

MARY: I know Jesus meant a lot to you… 

MM: I loved him very much…I remember the way I was before I met him 

and what he did for me…. 

MARY: He helped so many people…. 

MM: He wanted to bring everyone closer to God… 

MARY: I remember the first miracle he performed… 

MM: Was that at the wedding party in Cana?… 

(Mary nods)  

MARY: I’ll never forget the look on the faces of the bride and bridegroom 

when they found out the water had turned into wine… 

MM: He was showing them what God could do… 

MARY: …if you have faith in him… 

MM: And you still have faith in him, Mary…don’t you?  

MARY: My Son has been put to death before my eyes. I witnessed his 

suffering…I watched him be crucified. And seeing this has left me 

with a deep scar of pain and sadness….but I believe the scar will 

only heal if I don’t lose my faith….. 

MM: I will never forget what I saw….but, of course, it was far worse for 

you… 

MARY: But you were a very devoted follower of my Son…and brave too… 

MM: In what way? 

MARY: You stayed until the end of …his life… 

MM: There was no way I could leave…  

MARY: But the soldiers could have turned on you…  
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MM: I never thought of that….I was only thinking of Jesus…and that I 

would never see him again… 

MARY: But you have your memories of him…  

MM: I do, Mary..I remember all the times I heard him speak….not only 

what he said but the way he spoke….he was the voice of reason, of 

authority and of hope….and I remember how everyone would be 

waiting on every word he said…Did that surprise you? 

(Mary shakes her head) 

MARY: No, not at all!! 

MM: Why do you say it like that?… 

MARY: I remember when we all went to Jerusalem for the Passover,,, I think 

Jesus was 12…and after the festival was over, we were on our way 

home when we realised Jesus wasn’t with us….   

MM: How did that happen?   

MARY: Joseph and I both thought he was travelling back with friends of 

ours… 

MM: So you had to go back and find him… 

MARY: Of course…and do you know where he was? 

(MM shakes her head) 

MARY: In the Temple! 

MM: Praying? 

MARY: Not praying, Mary…he was sitting with, and speaking to, the 

teachers…I think they were very surprised at how much he knew.. 

MM: He had so much to tell people…he wanted everyone to know about 

the kingdom of God…but you always knew that, didn’t you Mary? 

MARY: I remember the angel telling me how great Jesus would be…how he 

would be called the Son of the Most High….and how his kingdom 

would never end. 

MM: Is that all the Angel said? 

MARY: I was told not to be afraid….but how couldn’t I be? I never thought I 

would be chosen by God….  
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MM: But nothing about what would happen to him… 

MARY: You mean, how he would die? How he would be crucified?  

(MM nods) 

MARY: After he was born, Joseph and I had to take Jesus to the Temple in 

Jerusalem. While we were there, we met this man called Simeon. He 

was very devout and told us he had been waiting for the Messiah to 

come… 

MM: Did he think Jesus was the Messiah? 

MARY: He said the Holy Spirit had led him to the Temple that day…  

MM: The same day that both of you had brought Jesus.. 

(Mary nods) 

MARY: He asked me if he could hold Jesus…I said he could…. and then he 

started to praise God. I remember him saying, “I have seen your 

salvation. He is a light to reveal God to the nations”. 

MM: You and Joseph must have been shocked when you heard this… 

MARY: But that wasn’t all, Mary…he said something else which I had 

forgotten…until now… 

MM:  What was that? 

MARY: “This child has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose 

him. The deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed and a 

sword will pierce your very soul”. 

MM: Oh Mary….. 

(MM gives Mary a hug) 

MARY: Simeon’s words have come true, Mary… 

MM: Yes, they have… 

MARY: But why did my Son have to suffer the way he did? That I don’t 

understand….Why did he have to die in such a painful way?   
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ACT 5 

THOMAS: You tell me, then…go on, explain it to me… how could he have been 

the Son of God? 

SIMON: He told us that he had been sent by God… 

THOMAS: So why would his Father allow his Son to be crucified? How could he 

let that happen? 

PHILIP: It must have been God’s will…. 

SIMON: Or Pilate’s 

MATTHEW: No, it was the will of the Chief Priests and the Pharisees… 

SIMON: What makes you say that, Matthew? 

MATTHEW: They felt threatened by Jesus…they thought he was becoming too 

powerful and he didn’t respect their authority… 

THOMAS: But the only thing that really matters is he’s dead. Jesus is dead!  

SIMON: But did he know he was going to die? 

MATTHEW: He knew that Judas was going to betray him… 

THOMAS: But, before that, what he said at the meal, “I will not eat again until it 

is fulfilled in the kingdom of god”. What did he mean by that?  

PHILIP: Something would happen soon…. 

MATTHEW: His death? 

THOMAS: But at the meal, when he took the bread and broke it, and then gave 

it to us, didn’t he say, “Take this bread, for this is my body”…. What 

did that mean!?....He’s turning bread into his own body!?....  

PHILIP: He did the same thing with the cup…. 

THOMAS: I’m sorry, but I can’t believe the wine we drank was his own blood…it 

didn’t taste any different to me…. 

MATTHEW: I think the most revealing words he said was, “Do this in memory of 

me” 

SIMON: In memory? You only say that if you are going away… 

MATTHEW: …and not coming back?….  



Page 17 

THOMAS: I can’t make sense of any of this!! I find it all so confusing!!.. I’m 

going for a walk…I need to clear my head… 

(Thomas leaves) 

PHILIP: I am not surprised Thomas feels like that… 

SIMON: I think we are all confused as each other…  

MATTHEW: And what Jesus said doesn’t really help us decide what we should 

now do…  

PHILIP: We can’t forget Mary…. 

MATTHEW: John is looking after her….I’m sure he will ask her what she wants to 

do… 

(Peter and John enter) 

PETER: The body’s gone!! 

PHILIP: The body? 

PETER: The body of Jesus!! 

JOHN: Mary Magdalene had been to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body and 

she found the tomb was open. She looked in the tomb and the body 

wasn’t there! So she went looking for Peter and I to tell us.  

PHILIP: Could someone have stolen it? 

SIMON: Could it have been moved? 

MATTHEW: But you’ve seen if for yourselves… 

PETER: Of course we have!! 

JOHN: I don’t think it would have been moved.. 

PETER: You think someone has stolen it? Who would have done that?! 

MATTHEW: And if they had, what would they do with it? 

(Mary enters) 

MARY: Why all the noise? What has happened? 

JOHN: Mary…Peter and I have just come back form the tomb of Jesus…. 

MARY: And?  
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JOHN: His body has gone… 

MARY: My son’s body has gone?!!.... Gone where? 

JOHN: We don’t know…but we will find it… 

PETER: I will go with John and find it… 

SIMON: Do you want us to come with you? 

PETER: No, you will be all safer here…. 

(Mary Magdalene runs in)   

MM: I have seen him!! Jesus is alive!! 

PETER: You’ve seen him?!! Where? 

MM: I’ve just been back to the tomb…I was hoping that Jesus’ body had 

been brought back…but when I found it hadn’t, I started to cry… 

SIMON: Was anyone there? 

MM: I didn’t think so…but then I noticed two people dressed in white…I 

had never seen them before but I think they must have been angels.  

PHILIP: Did they say anything to you?.  

MM: They asked me why I was crying…I told them the body of Jesus has 

been taken away and I didn’t know where it was, As I said this, I 

turned away, because I couldn’t stop crying…. 

PHILIP: What did the….angels do then? 

MM: I don’t know because I then felt someone standing close to me And I 

thought it was them….but it wasn’t…. 

SIMON: Who was it then? 

MM: It was a man and he asked me the same question as the angels. But 

before I could answer, he also asked me who I was looking for.  

SIMON: Did you tell him? 

(Mary nods) 

MM: I thought he was the Gardener so I told him if he had taken the body 

of Jesus away, please tell me where you have put him.  
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SIMON: What did he say to you? 

MM: “Mary”…and then I realised it was Jesus…I looked at him and the 

only thing I could say was “Master”…. 

MARY: But Mary, you have seen my Son! You are the first witness of his 

resurrection!! Your devotion has been rewarded!! 

MM: Thank you, God! I have been blessed by you! 

MATTHEW: Mary, did Jesus say anything more to you? 

MM: Yes, he said that I had to tell all of you that he hadn’t ascended yet. 

And when he did he would be on his way to the one who is his 

Father and your Father. 

MATTHEW: That must mean he must still be here… 

PHILIP: He must be in hiding somewhere…. 

PETER: Why? He must know how much we want to see him… 

MATTHEW: What if the Chief Priests and Elders find out that his body has gone? 

How long would it be before all of Pilate’s soldiers start to look for the 

body?  

SIMON: And they won’t stop until they find it… 

PETER: We will have to find him before they do….  

(The disciples hear a sound) 

PETER  What was that?....Who’s there?....Is that you Lord?!   
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ACT 6 

CORNELIUS: And that’s what they told you…. 

PAUL: But that’s impossible....he’s dead!… 

THOMAS: Exactly… 

CORNELIUS: How do you explain it though? 

THOMAS: Explain what? 

CORNELIUS: If only one of the disciples has seen him, you could think he had 

been dreaming…but you said he appeared to all of them, didn’t you? 

(Thomas nods)   

PAUL: Where were you, Thomas? 

THOMAS: I wasn’t in the room…I had gone for a walk… 

PAUL: If only you hadn’t…. 

THOMAS: No,.no….believe me, I had to…. 

PAUL: But you could have seen Jesus… 

THOMAS: If it was him…  

CORNELIUS: Why do you doubt it? Don’t you believe the other disciples saw him? 

THOMAS: I tell you what I believe. I believe Jesus was crucified. I believe he is 

dead.  

CORNELIUS: But didn’t Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead… 

THOMAS: And? 

CORNELIUS: Well, if he can raise Lazarus, why can’t he do the same for himself? 

PAUL: He’d be showing off… 

CORNELIUS: Seriously…. 

THOMAS: Why would he do that? When I used to follow Jesus, I saw him 

perform miracles and all of them were to do with helping others. 

None of them had anything to do with helping himself. He was the 

most unselfish man I knew, but, as I said, his life has now come to 

an end.  
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PAUL: Don’t you want to believe Jesus is alive? 

THOMAS: Do you believe in something you don’t see? 

CORNELIUS: Sometimes, you have to… 

THOMAS: What makes you do that? 

CORNELIUS: Faith…. 

THOMAS: Faith in what? 

CORNELIUS: In God’s love…in God’s light….(turns to Paul)… and in God’s 

healing… 

THOMAS: That’s doesn’t change what I think…. 

CORNELIUS: Sometimes our faith in God asks us to believe in the impossible…. 

PAUL: But everything is possible with God…. 

THOMAS: How do you know that? 

PAUL: I heard Jesus say that… 

(Thomas nods) 

THOMAS: That’s true…but don’t forget that I, too, believed in everything Jesus 

told us. I learned so much from his teachings. His love, his light and 

his healing were all real because I saw them…. 

PAUL: You didn’t see his crucifixion… 

THOMAS: I saw it….through the eyes of John and Mary…. 

CORNELIUS: We all have doubts, Thomas, but we probably expect those closest 

to Jesus not to have any. 

THOMAS: Cornelius, I’m not doubting him or his Ministry. Yes, it is in my nature 

to question because I need to be sure before I can accept anything. 

But I can’t question his death.  

PAUL: We are not expecting you to… 

CORNELIUS: I know Jesus was crucified….I saw Pilate handing him over to the 

soldiers…but has he risen from the dead? 

THOMAS: Why do think he has?     
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CORNELIUS: The other disciples told you they had seen him. Aren’t these people 

your friends? Aren’t these people you trust? And yet you won’t 

believe Jesus is alive. Do you think they all had the same dream?  

THOMAS: What dream? (Getting a little impatient) Jesus is not alive!…… 

PAUL: Dad, we won’t change Thomas’ mind? 

THOMAS: There’s something I haven’t told both of you…  

CORNELIUS: About Jesus?  

(Thomas nods) 

THOMAS: We all had a meal with him not long before he was arrested….and 

while we were eating Jesus said some things I didn’t understand but 

that made me think we weren’t going to see him again… 

PAUL: What if he appeared again?.   

THOMAS: Is this another dream?  

CORNELIUS: So nothing will convince you that Jesus has risen from the dead? 

THOMAS; (Pause) There is only one thing that would…. 

PAUL: What is that? 

THOMAS: If I saw the marks made by the nails, and could put my finger on the 

marks, and also place my hands into his side… only then would I 

believe…   
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ACT 7 

MATTHEW: Thomas hasn’t said much, has he? 

PETER: He’s embarrassed!! 

MATTHEW: Yes, probably, but I feel sorry for him.. 

PETER: Why?! He should have believed what we told him!! 

MATTHEW: I know we are all disciples of Jesus, Peter, but that doesn’t mean to 

say we are all going to react in the same way…. 

PETER: It depends what you’re reacting to, Matthew… 

MATTHEW: I know, but any reaction comes from the way we feel… 

PETER: ….and? 

MATTHEW: We won’t feel the same way about everything… 

PETER: But we’re talking about Jesus…the person we gave up everything 

for… 

MATTHEW: I know… 

PETER: Didn’t Thomas want to believe Jesus had risen from the dead? 

MATTHEW: I’d be surprised if he didn’t….but I think he needed to see him before 

he believed. He wanted to see Jesus with his own eyes. 

PETER: Not only see but touch him as well….   

MATTHEW: Don’t forget, Peter, how Thomas would always question something 

and how many times he would say, “I doubt it”… .  

PETER: But Jesus could have been displeased that Thomas did not believe 

what we told him…. 

MATTHEW: He could have done but what did he say instead, “Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet believed”… 

(Simon and Phillip enter) 

PHILIP: I wonder how much longer Jesus will be here… 

SIMON: I wasn’t going to ask him….I was hoping you would, Peter… 

PETER: Didn’t he say he will remain with us for some time?   
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MATTHEW: He did…but what about all the other things he said to us?… 

PHILIP: Like baptizing people…are we really going to do that?  

PETER: Of course, we are…in the name of the Father and of the Son and the 

Holy Spirit…… 

SIMON: Jesus said that The Holy Spirit will come to us and stay with us 

forever…  

PETER: And It will help us when we travel to different towns and spread the 

word of God…  

PHILIP: That will be a challenge… 

PETER: But he is the way and the truth….we must not lose our faith in him… 

SIMON: Let us hope it has been restored in Thomas… 

MATTHEW: I’m sure it did when he said to Jesus, “My Lord and My God”. 

(John and Mary enter)  

SIMON: Hello Mary…we were just talking about what Jesus has told us to 

do…and where we will have to go… 

MARY: I will be sorry to see you all leave…. you have been so good to me, 

especially you, John…. 

JOHN: I only did what Jesus asked of me… 

MARY: I know my Son will going soon, too…back to his Father in heaven… 

PHILIP: And, then, what will you do, Mary? 

MARY: I will stay in Jerusalem…but, every day, I will pray for all of you…that 

God gives you all the strength and guidance you need… 

MATTHEW: After the Holy Spirit has come into our lives, we will all go our 

separate ways so it’s unlikely we will see each other again….  

JOHN: I think you’re right, Matthew but that is hard to imagine, after how 

much time we’ve been together  

SIMON: I feel the same way, John… 

PHILIP: And so do I…  
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PETER: But have you forgotten that without Jesus, we never would have 

met…. He chose us to follow him and we agreed to give up our lives 

and show our allegiance to him…not to each other. 

(Thomas enters) 

MATTHEW: Thomas! 

THOMAS: I know I haven’t said much, but I wanted to apologise to all of you… 

JOHN: What for, Thomas? 

THOMAS: I just wanted to say I’m sorry for not believing you when you told me 

you had seen Jesus… 

SIMON: We never held it against you, Thomas…  

THOMAS: I should have taken you at your word…. 

MATTHEW: Sometimes seeing is believing… 

THOMAS: But I was so sure that I would never see Jesus again…I was certain 

nothing or no one would change my mind… 

MATTHEW: Only Jesus could do that… 

JOHN: And you could tell that you didn’t offend him…I think he could see 

you had not lost your faith in him… 

PETER: Your faith was tested, Thomas, like mine was, in the Courtyard of the 

High Priest. Both of us were certain that we had failed. Did Jesus 

think that? No, he showed us his compassion and mercy. He didn’t 

give up on us, Thomas, because he saw more in us than we did in 

ourselves. 

He also knew we hadn’t lost our faith in him. So now it’s time to 

repay his faith in us by going and telling everyone about the word of 

God….by taking a leap of faith. 


