
Page 1 

 

THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH 
BY 

ALAN YOUNG 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
ELIZABETH - MERYL (ACTS 1/2/4/6/7) 

CLAUDIA - SARAH (ACTS 1/7) 

ZECHARIAH - GRAHAM (ACTS 1/3/7) 

STEPHEN - CHRIS (ACTS 2/4/7) 

MATTHEW - ALAN (ACTS 2/4/7) 

SIMON - JAMIE (ACTS 2/4/7) 

GABRIEL - MARTIN (ACTS 3/5) 

MARY - FRANKIE (ACTS 5/6) 

ANNA - MILLIE (ACT 5) 

  



Page 2 

ACT 1 
CLAUDIA: It's only been a few days but I'm missing her already... 

ELIZABETH: You would do, Claudia...she's your daughter... 

CLAUDIA: Does it sound silly to you? 

ELIZABETH: No, of course not  

CLAUDIA: I just hope they have made the right decision.  

ELIZABETH: They both wanted to go, didn't they? 

CLAUDIA: That's what they told me and Cornelius... 

ELIZABETH: And you like David? 

CLAUDIA: Yes, I do think he is the right person for Rachel... 

ELIZABETH: What I liked about him was the way he spoke about Rachel... 

CLAUDIA: How do you mean? 

ELIZABETH: He wouldn't criticise her.. -he wouldn't say, "she's can't do this or she can't do that..." 

CLAUDIA: I know what you mean, Elizabeth. ...I've heard quite a few people say that. .. 

ELIZABETH: And we're talking about people who are married to each other... 

CLAUDIA: So why do they do that? 

ELIZABETH: This may sound odd but I think people find it easier to say those things. .. 

CLAUDIA: Easier? 

ELIZABETH: Easier than saying something nice, something good...l think many people find it hard to do 

that 

CLAUDIA: Do you think so? 

ELIZABETH: Maybe they feel awkward or embarrassed. ...or maybe they find it difficult to show their 

emotions... 

CLAUDIA: But if you are married, why wouldn't you say nice things about the one you love? ... 

ELIZABETH: Just because two people are married doesn't mean they will always love each other... 

CLAUDIA: Do you mean people can change? 

ELIZABETH: Yes, they can. ...or something happens in their marriage that makes them change... 

CLAUDIA: Or doesn't happen? 

(Elizabeth looks at Claudia and then nods) 

CLAUDIA: Did Zechariah change? 

ELIZABETH: Not really (pause) But it was just so disappointing! We both really wanted to have a family of 

our own.. ..and when we got married, we thought it would be a matter of time.... 

CLAUDIA: It must have been very hard for both of you... 

ELIZABETH: It was. ...especially when we saw children with their parents...l used to say to Zechariah, "Why 

can't we have children?" 

CLAUDIA: What did he say? 
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ELIZABETH: Don't let our feelings of regret come between us and the love we have for each other. 

CLAUDIA: I'm sure that's what you wanted to hear... 

ELIZABETH: Yes, it was, but I couldn't help thinking, would he change his mind over tirne? 

CLAUDIA: Did you think he would leave you? 

ELIZABETH: No....but I knew how much he wanted to have a family of his own..  

CLAUDIA: But he must have known how much you wanted a family, too... 

ELIZABETH: I'm sure he did... but he told me that we mustn't dwell on it...the love we give each other would 

make our lives so meaningful...  

CLAUDIA: I remember feeling that way when I married Cornelius  

ELIZABETH: Don't you feel that way now....  

CLAUDIA: Sometimes. .. 

ELIZABETH: But you're still in love with him, aren't you? ...  

CLAUDIA: Yes, I am. ...but maybe not as much. .... 

ELIZABETH: I'm sorry to hear that... 

CLAUDIA: But Elizabeth, if you think about it, is it a surprise that happens?  

ELIZABETH: How do you mean? 

CLAUDIA: When you get married, you're saying I will love and stay with this person for the rest of your 

life  

(Elizabeth nods) 

CLAUDIA: But that could be for many years  

ELIZABETH: Yes, I agree, but I believe if your love is strong and real, it will last a life time  

(Zechariah enters) 

ZECHARIAH: (excitedly) Elizabeth!.. . Eliza .. ..oh, hello Claudia... 

CLAUDIA: Hello Zechariah... 

ELIZABETH: What's the matter, dear? 

ZECHARIAH: The lot has been cast and I have been chosen  

ELIZABETH: Have you? 

(Zechariah and Elizabeth hug each other)  

ELIZABETH: I'm so pleased for you!! 

CLAUDIA: so am l, Zechariah! 

 ZECHARIAH: Thank you, Claudia... 

ELIZABETH: Do you know what you'll be doing in the Temple? 

(Zechariah nods) 

ZECHARIAH: I'm going to burn the incense on the altar! 

ELIZABETH: But that's the most important duty! 
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ZECHARIAH: I know. .... 

CLAUDIA: How exciting! 

ZECHARIAH: It's such a wonderful privilege! 

ELIZABETH: It's what you deserve, dear. You have been devoted to God all your life and he has now 

rewarded you. 

ZECHARIAH: Yes, dear, I have been blessed...l hope I can share my happiness with the other priests  

CLAUDIA: You won't with Stephen... 

ZECHARIAH: No, I don't think I will.....he won't be happy,  

ELIZABETH: Stephen's never happy  

ZECHARIAH: But his name will be drawn...one day  

ELIZABETH: And until then, he will just have to wait   
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ACT 2 
(Matthew enters shaking his head) 

STEPHEN: Why are you shaking your head? 

MATTHEW: You're not going to like this..  

STEPHEN: What's happened? 

MATTHEW: The lot has been cast. .. 

STEPHEN: Has it? And who has the privilege this time? 

MATTHEW: It's not you, Stephen... 

STEPHEN: It's not me.... again!! Will it ever be me? How much longer do I have to wait? 

MATTHEW: It's impossible to say.. .you know how many priests there are. ... 

STEPHEN: But who knows which priests have already been chosen? 

MATTHEW: I have no idea... 

STEPHEN: Is a record kept of all the names that've been drawn? 

MATTHEW: I wouldn't think so. ...why do you ask? 

STEPHEN: If there isn't a record, a name could be drawn twice... 

MATTHEW: You know as well as I do Stephen, a priest only gets to perform this duty once... 

STEPHEN: But it could happen...as you just said, there are so many priests     

MATTHEW: The priest would know if his name was drawn again..  

STEPHEN: Do you think he would say so? Do you really? 

MATTHEW: The problem you have, Stephen, is that you don't trust anyone... 

STEPHEN: If you have a group of people, and you put them, one by one, in the same situation, they won't 

all react in the same way... 

MATTHEW: It depends on the situation. ..  

STEPHEN: It depends on the person.... 

MATTHEW: But this is different, we are all priests, we should respond in the same way..  

STEPHEN: Yes, Matthew, we are all priests, but that doesn't mean we don't have faults.... we're human, 

after all... 

MATTHEW: Look, your time will come.. . 1 know it's easy for me to say as I have served in the Temple.. 

.but you just have to be patient... 

STEPHEN: Well, who is it, then? Whose name has been drawn? 

MATTHEW: Zechariah... 

STEPHEN: Zechariah!?... The Zechariah who's married to Elizabeth. ..  

(Matthew nods) 

STEPHEN: But he's so old!! He won't be able to burn the incense! 

MATTHEW: Are you going to tell him that? 
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STEPHEN: Is he really going to do it? 

MATTHEW: I assume so     

STEPHEN: Give him time...he'll come to his senses... 

MATTHEW: Stephen, this will mean the world to him.. .he would have been longing to do this.. .it is such 

a privilege... 

STEPHEN: Is it?!..,l wouldn't know... 

(Simon enters) 

MATTHEW: Hello Simon... 

SIMON: Hi Dad, did you hear the lot has been drawn?. 

(Stephen gives a huge sigh) 

STEPHEN: I'm going  

(Stephen storms off) 

MATTHEW: Why did you say it like that? You know how much Stephen wants to serve in the Temple... 

SIMON: He's jealous of you, isn't he? 

MATTHEW: Maybe...but I wish you wouldn't wind him up... 

SIMON: Have I ever told you about my friends? 

MATTHEW: What about them? 

SIMON: I made a lot more. after you served in the Temple. 

MATTHEW: But Simon, the names are drawn, so it's down to luck really.. 

SIMON: I think's it's God will     

(Matthew smiles) 

MATTHEW: Come on. let's go home   
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ACT 3 
ZECHARIAH: I can't believe it! Is this really happening? I never thought my name would be drawn! There 

are so many priests! And now I am here in the Temple, breathing the incense! I must pray to 

God! Ask him that he sends the King he promised to save Israel! The scripture verses have 

told us that this will happen. ...how can they  

(A piercing light shines through and Gabriel appears) 

ZECHARIAH: What's that?!  Who are you? 

GABRIEL: Don't be afraid, Zechariah. ...l have been sent by God  

ZECHARIAH: Have you? Does He think I need help? But I would have asked Him for help.  

GABRIEL: Not to help you..  

ZECHARIAH: But aren't you a priest? 

(Gabriel shakes his head) 

ZECHARIAH: So what are you doing here? 

GABRIEL. I told you...l have been sent by God... 

ZECHARIAH: And? 

GABRIEL: He has heard your prayers and you and your wife will have a Son... 

ZECHARIAH: Is that supposed to be funny? Do you know my wife? Do you know how old she is? 

GABRIEL: It will happen... 

ZECHARIAH: Look, my wife is too old to have a child now. You said that God has heard our prayers, well, 

we gave up praying for that many years ago. 

GABRIEL: And now He will answer them... 

ZECHARIAH: But we've been praying for the King that we were promised.. 

GABRIEL: And he will do that too... 

ZECHARIAH: What, both will happen? (pause) Are you feeling alright? Has the incense made you feel 

unwell? Do you want to go outside and get some air? 

(Gabriel shakes his head) 

GABRIEL: Listen to me, Zechariah. ...Your son will be the messenger and he will tell everyone about the 

Messiah who is to come  

ZECHARIAH: If you say so... 

GABRIEL: Not me...God has said so..  

ZECHARIAH: But how will our Son do that? 

GABRIEL: The Holy Spirit will surround him and will give him all the help, guidance and inspiration he 

needs. 

ZECHARIAH-. (Disbelieving) And this will happen to our Son? 

GABRIEL: He will make you and Elizabeth very proud.. .and he will bring great joy to the people he 

speaks to ZECHARIAH: (interrupts) If they believe him... 

GABRIEL: Great joy and great hope! 
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ZECHARIAH: (shakes his head) Isn't it asking too much of one person? 

GABRIEL: With God, nothing is impossible... 

ZECHARIAH: Nothing? 

GABRIEL:  Why don't you believe me? I've told you that I stand in God's presence. 

ZECHARIAH: Perhaps if you gave me a sign... 

GABRIEL:  A sign? 

(Zechariah nods his head) 

GABRIEL: You don't believe what I've told you, do you? You don't believe it is God's will for you to have 

a Son and for him to prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah. So because you don't 

believe, you will be unable to speak until your Son is born. 

(Zechariah tries to speak) 

GABRIEL: Only then will you be able to rejoice and praise God, when my words will come true at the 

appointed time.  
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ACT 4 
SIMON: So, Dad, he hasn't said anything! 

MATTHEW: Not a word. 

SIMON: Maybe he's been told not to speak... 

MATTHEW: Who would have told him that? 

SIMON: Elizabeth. 

MATTHEW: Elizabeth? His wife? 

SIMON: No. ...his donkey!! 

MATTHEW: Don't be cheeky, Simon. ...any way, it wouldn't have been her. 

SIMON: What makes you so sure? 

MATTHEW: She wouldn't have been in the Temple with Zechariah... 

SIMON: Was anyone? 

(Matthew shakes his head) 

SIMON: How odd! (pause) Has it ever happened before? 

MATTHEW: Never.. .And all the other priests, after they had performed that duty, they couldn't stop talking 

about it  

SIMON: Maybe he saw something. 

MATTHEW: Like what? 

SIMON: I don't know...but whatever it was, it shocked him into silence... 

MATTHEW: But he has to be talking to Elizabeth... 

SIMON: Elizabeth? His wife or his donkey? 

MATTHEW: Simon! That's enough! 

(Stephen enters) 

STEPHEN: What did I say? I knew he wouldn't be up to it! 

SIMON: It was too much for him  

STEPHEN: And who does he think he is? Refusing to talk to anyone.... Does he think he's better than all 

of us? 

MATTHEW: He must have seen a vision...  

STEPHEN: It couldn't have been anything else..   

MATTHEW: But a vision of what? Obviously, he was trying to tell us with his hands... 

STEPHEN: What was the point of that? Waving his hands about.. .lt was telling us nothing!!    

SIMON: But he just went on and on and...  

MATTHEW: Alright Simon... 

STEPHEN: He must have seen us shaking our heads.   
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MATTHEW: Poor Zechariah! This was supposed to be one of the most important days of his life! And it's 

ended like this... I feel sorry for him.... 

ELIZABETH: You don't have to.... 

MATTHEW: Elizabeth..  

ELIZABETH: There's no reason to feel sorry  

MATTHEW: Is he alright? 

ELIZABETH: He's fine 

STEPHEN: Can he talk now? 

(Elizabeth shakes her head) 

SIMON: Has he still got his tongue? 

(Matthew glares at Simon) 

SIMON: I'm only asking... 

MATTHEW: Elizabeth, can you tell us what happened in the Temple? 

ELIZABETH: (slowly) Yes, I can. ..but it was the last thing Zechariah expected. .. 

STEPHEN: But he had asked the other priests who had burned the incense what it was like... 

ELIZABETH: It didn't really have anything to do with that... 

MATTHEW: What was it then? 

ELIZABETH: An angel appeared in the Temple and stood next to Zechariah.. 

SIMON: An angel? 

ELIZABETH: Yes, Simon. an Angel... 

SIMON: wow! 

STEPHEN: What did the Angel say? 

ELIZABETH: Zechariah and I are going to have a Son.... 

SIMON: NO WAY!! 

MATTHEW: Simon! Please! 

ELIZABETH'. It's alright, Matthew...l'm as shocked as Simon  

STEPHEN: Is that it? 

ELIZABETH: No, no.. -there's more. Our Son will prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah  

MATTHEW: Will he? (turns to Simon) Not a word! 

STEPHEN: And do you both believe this will happen? 

ELIZABETH: It better, if only for Zechariah's sake... 

STEPHEN: Why do you say that? 

ELIZABETH: The angel thought Zechariah did not believe, so he can't speak until the child is born...So if he 

wants to tell me something, he has to write it down..  
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ACT 5 
ANNA: Mary... 

MARY: Yes, Anna.   

ANNA: Can I ask you something? 

MARY: Yes, of course     

ANNA: Are you going to marry Joseph? 

(Mary nods) 

ANNA: Do you love him? 

MARY: I wouldn't be marrying him if I didn't love him. 

ANNA: What's it like being in love? 

MARY: There is no better feeling in the world than being in love. ...well, there is... 

ANNA: What's that? 

MARY: When the person you love, loves you too... 

(Anna smiles) 

ANNA: But how do you know you're in love? 

MARY: Now that's a good question. ...well, it's when you meet someone that you like being with. 

...someone who is kind and caring.. ..someone who will listen to you     

ANNA: Listen to you? 

MARY: Yes, you see, there's a difference between hearing and listening. When someone talks to you, 

you hear them, don't you? But when you listen to them, you are interested in what they saying 

and you are understanding in what they are telling you. 

ANNA: I see… 

MARY: But don't let that worry you, Anna, you will find that out when you are an adult. 

ANNA: I better be getting back home... 

MARY: I'll see you soon... 

ANNA: Bye… 

(Gabriel enters - Mary feels a presence) 

MARY: Yes, Anna, did you forget some....who are you? 

GABRIEL: I'm Gabriel... 

MARY: Gabriel? I've never seen you before... 

GABRIEL: Do not be afraid, Mary. ...you have found favour with God. 

MARY: Have l? How do you know? 

GABRIEL: I have been sent by him... 

MARY: Sent by God? To see me? Why? 

GABRIEL: I have good news. You are blessed among women and that is why you are going to have a 

Son… 



Page 12 

MARY: Am l? 

GABRIEL: Don't worry...God is with you... 

MARY: But how can such a thing happen to me?...l'm not married  

GABRIEL The Holy Spirit will come upon you and God's power will be with you... 

MARY: And I will have a Son? 

GABRIEL: Yes, and He will be very special! He will be the King 

MARY: The King? 

GABRIEL: The King that God promised to send.. .the King that many have prayed for...He will rule over 

the house of Jacob, and his Kingdom will last forever     

MARY: And I will be his mother? 

GABRIEL: Yes, Mary, God has chosen you... 

MARY: What will I call him? 

GABRIEL: His name will be Jesus... 

(Mary shakes her head) 

MARY: I can't believe God has chosen me but, I am his servant, so let God's will be done. 

GABRIEL: It is also the will of God that Elizabeth has a child too..  

MARY: (startled) Is it? But Elizabeth is..  

GABRIEL: Older?. Yes, Mary, she is much older than you... 

MARY: But this will come as such a shock to her. ...she thought she would never have a child... 

GABRIEL: So did Zechariah.. .but they won't have to wait too long for their child to be born     

MARY: Is she already carrying their child? 

(Gabriel nods) 

MARY: Then I must go and visit her. I cannot wait to see her face. I know she'll say she didn't think it 

was possible  

GABRIEL: With God, nothing is impossible..   
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ACT 6 
ELIZABETH: You've made such a long journey, Mary. 

VARY: I just had to come and see you, Elizabeth... 

ELIZABETH: I'm so pleased you did! 

MARY: How are you feeling? 

ELIZABETH: I feel so happy!! The last time I felt this happy was on my wedding day!! We have waited so 

long for. ...oh.... 

MARY: What's happened? 

ELIZABETH: I've just felt the baby move... 

MARY: Are you alright, Elizabeth? 

ELIZABETH: Yes.. ..l'm fine..  

MARY: You said that both of you had been waiting so long...Had you stopped praying? 

ELIZABETH: Of course we had. ...l thought God had answered our prayers... 

MARY: But not in the way you had hoped  

ELIZABETH: That is the hardest part about prayer ....just because you pray for something doesn't mean 

God will give it to you  

MARY: But He will always answer your prayer. ...he'll never ignore you... 

ELIZABETH: I know, ..so I thought he had answered our prayer by telling us He didn't want us to have a 

child...  

MARY: He just took his time to answer it.. .How many years was it? 

ELIZABETH: I lost count  

MARY: But what God is teaching us, Elizabeth, is that He will answer our prayers in His time...and not 

in ours... 

ELIZABETH: And the waiting will be soon be over  

MARY: Not only for you, but for Zechariah too... 

ELIZABETH: Yes, it will much easier when he can speak again... 

MARY: Poor Zechariah… 

ELIZABETH: He's hasn't been able to nod or shake his head to everything I've said to him… 

MARY: No, of course not... 

ELIZABETH: So he's had to write notes. ...he's written so many notes in the last few months.  I can see he's 

become very frustrated… 

MARY: Haven't you, too? 

(Elizabeth nods) 

ELIZABETH: But we'll forget about this as soon as our child is born...l know we will… 

MARY: What name will you give your child? 

ELIZABETH: We're going to decide after our child is born. … but what about you? 
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MARY: What about me? 

ELIZABETH: How happy and blessed are you! 

MARY: I know I am truly blessed because God has chosen me... 

ELIZABETH: He's chosen you to be the mother of the King we have been waiting for... 

MARY: But why me? I'm young and ordinary...l don't go out and tell everyone about the word of God. 

...l don't try and persuade people to bring God into their lives... 

ELIZABETH: only God sees us as we really are… 

MARY: What has he seen in me? 

ELIZABETH: He has seen your great faith in Him. He has seen how you study the Scriptures and how you 

know the word of God. 

MARY: It is such a privilege... 

ELIZABETH: But does it make you happy? 

MARY: Of course it does… but I'm afraid too… 

ELIZABETH: That's understandable.... 

MARY: God is putting his trust in me. ...l don't want to disappoint him... 

ELIZABETH: You probably haven't thought of a name for the child... 

MARY: I don't need to. …I've been told what to call him… 

ELIZABETH: Have you? 

MARY: His name will be Jesus...  
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ACT 7 
STEPHEN: So what is this child going to do? 

MATTHEW: Didn't you hear what Elizabeth said? He's going to make people aware that the King is coming. 

SIMON: He will be a messenger sent by God...  

MATTHEW: That's right, Simon  

STEPHEN: Well, good luck to him. ... l hope he has more luck than me  

SIMON: (Turning away) Here we go again... 

STEPHEN: What was that? 

SIMON: You make your own luck  

STEPHEN: What does that mean? What does that actually mean? Are you lucky because you've led a 

good and exemplary life or do you get lucky because it finds you at the right place and at the 

right time? 

MATTHEW: Whatever it means, he'll need more than just luck... 

SIMON: What will he have to do, Dad? 

MATTHEW: The first thing is to tell people about the coming of the King.. .the second is getting people's 

minds and hearts ready for His coming. ...but I think the hardest part is to convince people 

that He has been sent by God... 

STEPHEN: How do you know this? 

MATTHEW: Elizabeth told me... 

STEPHEN: How does she know? 

MATTHEW: Zechariah had written her a note explaining this. 

STEPHEN: You mean he still can't speak? …Some father he's going to be... 

SIMON: He'll have to use sign language...  

(Elizabeth and Claudia enter with Zechariah following behind) 

CLAUDIA: Didn't you tell me Zechariah would speak again when your child was born? 

(Elizabeth nods) 

CLAUDIA: Aren't you worried? 

ELIZABETH: We both are. …Matthew, Simon...and Stephen. ..it's nice to see you.. ...thank you for coming 

to celebrate the birth of our child… 

MATTHEW: Thank you for inviting us, Elizabeth... 

SIMON: What are you going call the child?  

STEPHEN: They're bound to call him Zechariah after his Father  

ELIZABETH: Actually Stephen... we're not....  

STEPHEN: Aren't you? 

ELIZABETH: His name will be John... 

STEPHEN: John? Why call him that? That's not a family name  
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ELIZABETH: John means "gracious" and God has been very gracious to us  

STEPHEN: I assume his Father agrees? 

ELIZABETH: Why don't you ask him? 

(Zechariah writes his name on a tablet and gives it to Stephen) 

SIMON: What does it say? 

STEPHEN: His name is John... 

ZECHARIAH: And he will be make Elizabeth and I very proud parents  

ELIZABETH: Zechariah! You can speak again!! 

(Elizabeth and Zechariah hug each other) 

ZECHARIAH: Praise God! He has blessed us with a child... 

ELIZABETH: Thank you, God! 

ZECHARIAH: God is so good! He is going to send us the King he promised! The waiting is over! But, before 

he comes, our son, John, will be called by God.... 

CLAUDIA: Will he? What will he do? 

ZECHARIAH: John will be called a prophet of the Most High for he will prepare the way for the King... He 

will be inspired by the Holy Spirit to tell people how to find salvation, to give them light in their 

darkness, and to show them the path of peace. 


