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ACT 1 

ESAU:  So…what did you think?   

(Daniel smiles) 

ESAU: Did you manage to stay awake? 

DANIEL: Just about… 

ESAU: They don’t get any better, do they? 

DANIEL: I wouldn’t like to say… 

ESAU: Why not? Because he is a priest…Is that it? Do you think I am wrong 
to say his sermons are boring? 

DANIEL: Everyone has their own opinion… 

ESAU: And do you think I am in the minority?... 

DANIEL: No, Esau, I don’t think you are… 

ESAU: I know I’m not. Everyone says the same thing. We come here in the 
hope that he says something that will inspire us….Is that too much to 
ask? 

DANIEL: No, of course not…. 

ESAU: And every time I leave feeling……uninspired…. 

DANIEL: But it’s not something you can tell him…is it? 

ESAU: I’m really tempted…How do you think he will take it? 

DANIEL: You wouldn’t… 

ESAU: Why not? 

DANIEL: You can’t go up to a priest and tell him is sermons are …not what they 
should be…. 

  
ESAU: I could ask Joshua and Hannah to come with me….I know they feel 

the same way…. 

DANIEL: Are you serious, Esau? 

ESAU: Of course I am… 
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DANIEL: But you can’t go up to a priest and tell him his sermons are boring…. 

ESAU: Why can’t I? 

DANIEL: He is a man of God… 

ESAU: So because he is a man of God, does that mean he cannot be 
criticized?…How can you say that, Daniel, when you and I do it every 
week! 

DANIEL: But not to his face… 

ESAU: So you’re saying we can only criticize him behind his back… 

DANIEL: We are only expressing our opinions…. 

ESAU: Of course we are…but that’s not going to help him or us, is it? 

DANIEL: What do you mean? 

ESAU: It doesn’t help us because we relying on him to say something 
meaningful, something inspiring, and it doesn’t help him because he 
thinks he has made a difference to our lives by his preaching. 

DANIEL: So what would you say to him?  

ESAU: I’d say, “The lives of the people who come to the Temple are boring…
just like your sermons….” 

(Daniel laughs)  

ESAU: Would you disagree? 

DANIEL: (shakes his head) No, no I wouldn’t….but…. 

ESAU: But, what? 

DANIEL: But you can’t expect the priest to change the way he preaches 
because you tell him that! 

ESAU: At least It would give him something to think about… 

DANIEL: There is no way I would say that to him… 

ESAU: Of course not, Daniel!.....you are too polite….you wouldn’t want to 
offend him, would you? 
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DANIEL: Of course not… 

ESAU: But then again, you wouldn’t want to offend anyone… 

DANIEL: Well…. 

ESAU: Even if they were in the wrong!!.... 

(Saul enters) 

SAUL: There you are…. 

DANIEL: Hello Saul…did your Mum send you to find me?…. 

SAUL: Yes, she did…..Are you coming home? 

DANIEL: I was just talking to Esau…. 

ESAU: Hello Saul… 

SAUL: Hello…. 

ESAU: I was just talking to your Dad about the Priest…Do you like listening to 
him? 

SAUL: Sometimes I do… 

ESAU: What do you mean by that? 

SAUL: Sometimes he never stops talking….    

ESAU: Really? 

SAUL: He just goes on and on….  

DANIEL: Alright, Saul…that’s enough…look…we better be going, we’ll see you 
later, Esau 

ESAU: Goodbye… 
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ACT 2 

(Daniel and Saul enter) 

RUTH: So you found your Dad….Where was he? 

SAUL: He was talking to Esau…. 

RUTH: (Disapprovingly) Oh, really… 

DANIEL: What was wrong with that? 

SAUL: He asked me what I thought of the priest… 

RUTH: Did he? 

DANIEL: Yes, and I don’t think you should have said what you did.. 

SAUL: But Dad… 

RUTH: What did you say, Saul? 

DANIEL: He said the Priest talks for too long… 

(Ruth smiles) 

SAUL: I said he does, “sometimes”…. 

DANIEL: Yes, but you still shouldn’t have said that.. 

RUTH: Do you want him to lie? 

DANIEL: No, I don’t, but that’s not the point… 

SAUL: There you go, Dad…Mum agrees with me… 

DANIEL: Yes, but Mum is an adult….you are a child….children should respect 
adults….I’ve told you that enough times…. 

RUTH: Saul, why don’t you go and play with your friends? 

SAUL: Alright… 

(Saul leaves) 

DANIEL: He’s too young to be saying something like that…especially about the 
priest….don’t you agree? 

RUTH: You’re worried he’s going to become too outspoken… 
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DANIEL: I think if he’s going to say something like that, he should only say it to 
us…. 

       
RUTH:  But he will end up not having an opinion on anything… 

DANIEL:  How will that happen? 

RUTH: Because you keep telling him, “you can’t say this and you can’t say 
that”… 

DANIEL: You think I’m being too hard on him? 

RUTH: You’re being over protective…and correcting him for every single 
mistake he makes… 

DANIEL: But I’m only trying to teach him what’s right and what’s wrong…. 

RUTH: And do you think talking to Esau will help?            

DANIEL: What is it about Esau? Is there anything about him you like? 

RUTH: If you give me a few days, I’m sure I can think of something… 

DANIEL: He is not that bad a person… 

RUTH: What was he saying to you? 

DANIEL: He was telling me what he thought of the sermons… 

RUTH: And did you agree with what he said? 

DANIEL: I found it it hard not to… 

RUTH: But why is he so outspoken? He spends all his time criticising 
something or someone. He never seems to find the good in anything. 

DANIEL: There may be a reason for that…   

RUTH: I’m not surprised he’s not married. What would put up with someone 
like that? 

DANIEL: We can’t all be the same, can we? It would make life very boring… 

RUTH: Even more boring than it already is? 

DANIEL: Come on, dear. We have each other…and Saul…. 
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RUTH: Yes, I know…sometimes I forget what I have….I know I should be 
grateful…. 

DANIEL: My life would be so empty without you….I am a very lucky man…I 
think that I have been blessed in many ways…. 

(Joshua enters) 

DANIEL: Hello Joshua…what a nice surprise… 

JOSHUA: Hello 

RUTH: (surprsingly) Hello… 

DANIEL: You going to think I’m being very rude, but I did say I would meet 
Cyrus in the field…. 

JOSHUA: You. rude? I don’t think so, Daniel. 

DANIEL: I shouldn’t be too long, dear… 

(Daniel hugs Ruth and leaves) 

RUTH: Why have you come round? 

JOSHUA: I needed to find out…I couldn’t wait any longer…. 

(Ruth looks away) 

JOSHUA: You haven’t told him, have you? 

(Ruth shakes her head) 

JOSHUA: Why? 

RUTH: I haven’t been able to… 

JOSHUA: But I thought we agreed…we talked everything through… 

RUTH: Yes, I know… 

JOSHUA: So where are we?.... Have you changed your mind? 

RUTH: No, no, I haven’t changed my mind…I just need to find the right time… 

(Joshua nods his head) 

RUTH: Please be patient with me… 

Page �  of �  7 25



JOSHUA: As long as you are sure…. 

RUTH: I’m very sure…I want to be with you, Joshua. I really do… 

(Josha and Ruth hug each other) 

(Miriam enters and looks on) 
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ACT 3 

(Hannah enters) 

MIRIAM:  You’re back dear, did you see Daniel?      

HANNAH:  Yes Mum, I did… 

MIRIAM:  Did you speak to him? 

(Hannah nods) 

MIRIAM:  And have you now made a decision? 

HANNAH:  No, not yet…. 

MIRIAM: Not yet? But, Hannah, you said you were going to decide after you 
spoke to Daniel… 

HANNAH: Yes, I know I did… 

MIRIAM: What did Daniel say? 

HANNAH: I should really give up the best of our flock… 

MIRIAM: So aren’t you? 

HANNAH: I don’t really want to….it seems such a waste…. 

MIRIAM: I suppose it is, but what if everyone else brings the best of their flock 
to the Temple….it will be very embarrassing for you…and me…. 

HANNAH: Yes, it will, but I can’t go round and ask everyone what they are going 
to do…. 

MIRIAM: You know, I’m sure the last animal Esau brought to the Temple was 
lame… 

HANNAH: Really? (pause) I wonder what Dad would do, if he was still here? 

MIRIAM: I’m not sure, dear, but I know he would be so proud of you. The way 
you look after our field, the way you care for our flock… 

HANNAH: I didn’t have a choice, Mum (pause) God did….he had a choice. And 
he chose to take Dad away from us…. 
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MIRAIM: Yes, dear, he did. 

HANNAH: So what does it matter if the animal is sick or healthy? Why should we 
give God the best we have? 

MIRIAM: I’m just thinking what people will say if you walk in with a sick 
animal….  

HANNAH: I know what I’ll do…I’ll go and see the Priest and have a word with 
him…  

MIRIAM: If you think that will help…   

HANNAH: Mum, have you been to see Ruth? 

MIRIAM: Yes, I have… 
   
HANNAH: How is she? 

MIRIAM: I don’t know… 

HANNAH: Wasn’t she at home? 

MIRIAM: Yes…but…..Joshua was there….and they were … 

HANNAH: And they were what? 

MIRIAM: In each other’s arms… 

HANNAH: Really? Perhaps she was upset,,,,did they see you? 

MIRIAM: I don’t think so, Hannah….it will be interesting next time I see her… 

HANNAH: Do you think Ruth would tell you if she and Joshua were …? 

MIRIAM: I think she might…. 

HANNAH: But Daniel didn’t say anything to me when I saw him… 

MIRIAM: Maybe Ruth hasn’t told him… 

HANNAH: But surely she wouldn’t think of leaving him…what about Saul….she 
has to think of him? 

MIRIAM: Let’s wait and see…but the only thing I would say is that Ruth and 
Daniel don’t seem that close anymore…I hope I’m wrong because the 
last thing…….. 

     
(Esau enters) 
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ESAU: Hello Miriam! Hello Hannah! 

HANNAH: Hello Esau… 

MIRIAM: Hello… 

ESAU: Can I have word with you. Hannah? Or is this is a bad time… 

HANNAH: No, no, what is it Esau? 

ESAU: Tell me, what do you think of the sermons we hear in the Temple 
every week? 

HANNAH: They are what they are… 

ESAU: What does that mean? 

HANNAH: The priest talks to us about the word of God… 

ESAU: Do they make you think? Do they inspire you? Or do you forget what 
the priest has said as soon as you leave the Temple?       

HANNAH: No, not always… 

ESAU: Do you remember what he said the last time he preached? 

HANNAH: (long pause) No, I can’t… 

ESAU: Do you know what? Neither can I…. 

MIRIAM: What are you saying, Esau? 

ESAU: I think his sermons are boring…I think they should be much better 
than they are… 

MIRIAM: He tries his best…. 

ESAU: But that’s not good enough… 

MIRIAM: But no one will go up to him and tell him that…   
  
ESAU: Won’t they? 

MIRIAM: Are you saying you will? 

ESAU: (nods) And I thought if Hannah felt the same way, she might want to 
come with me… 
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MIRIAM: I don’t think she will…will you Hannah?  

HANNAH: I don’t know…I would have to think about it 
    
MIRIAM: Anyway, she has to see the Priest about another matter, so she 

wouldn’t be able to come with you…  

ESAU: I still need to speak to Joshua. And if he doesn’t want to come with 
me, I’ll go on my own. 

MIRIAM: I hope you know what you are doing, Esau. 

ESAU: I know what I’m doing….it’s just a pity that the priest doesn’t….      

Page �  of �  12 25



ACT 4 

MALACHI:  So, I assume, the Temple is full when you preach? 

PRIEST:  No, not always… 

MALACHI: Really? That does surprise me….have you ever tried to find out why 
people don’t come?  

PRIEST:  How do you mean? 

MALACHI:  Do you ever go round to their homes? 

PRIEST:  No, I don’t because I’m very busy here… 

MALACHI:  What do you do, if you don’t mind me asking? 

PRIEST: I teach the people, I bless the people too. I act as judge to resolve any 
disputes, I will offer sacrifices…  

MALACHI: And you do all these things and yet some of them choose not to 
worship God… 

PRIEST: They may have other things to do… 

MALACHI: But how could anything be more important than going to the Temple…  

PRIEST: I don’t know but now that you are here, Malachi, you can help me 
reassure them… 

MALACHI: Reassure them? Don’t they already know how much God loves and 
cares for them… 

PRIEST: Perhaps they need reminding…. 

MALACHI: I look forward to doing just that…. 

PRIEST: It will be good to have you here, Malachi. How long are you planning 
to stay? 

MALACHI: As long as it takes to give God’s message to God’s people…. 

PRIEST: Don’t expect them to come to you,,,,you will have to go out and meet 
them. 

MALACH: I’ll will talk to as many people as I need to… 
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PRIEST: I have to go to the Temple now…did you want to come with me? 

MALACHI: No, the sooner I start meeting people the better. I need to find out 
what they’re thinking, how they’re feeling…. 

(Hannah enters) 

PRIEST: Ah Hannah…. 

HANNAH: Hello… 

PRIEST: Hannah, this is Malachi… 

MALACHI: Pleased to meet you… 

PRIEST: Malachi has come to help me… 

HANNAH: Are you a priest, too? 

MALACHI: No, not a priest, but a man of God… 

HANNAH: So you have something in common… 

MALACHI: Yes, we do. Do you have a family, Hannah? 

HANNAH: Yes, I live with my Mum. My Dad died a few years ago…. 

MALACHI; I’m sorry to hear that. Perhaps I could come round and meet your 
Mum sometime.… 

HANNAH: If you like… 

MALACHI: I am here to meet and talk to people so I better make a start…..I will 
see you both later… 

(Malachi leaves) 

PRIEST: Yes, Hannah, how can I help you? 

HANNAH: It’s about the animal I am going to sacrifice and bring to the Temple… 

PRIEST: What about it? 

HANNAH: I’m not sure which one to bring… 

PRIEST: You have a large flock, don’t you? It can’t be that difficult to decide… 
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HANNAH: All of them are very healthy… 

PREIST: All of them?     

HANNAH: Except one…who is quite sick… 

PRIEST: I see… 

HANNAH: It probably won’t live much longer… 

PRIEST: And you want to bring that animal to the Temple… 

HANNAH: If I could… 

PREIST: And you are asking me to accept this as your gift to God? 

(Hannah nods) 

PRIEST: I am not sure if I can…… 

(Hannah opens his pouch of money) 

HANNAH:  Would this help? 

PRIEST: What do you think Hannah? 

(Hannah gives him some more money) 

HANNAH: Is that enough? 

(The priest nods) 

PRIEST: May God bless you. 
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ACT 5 

SAUL:   Do I have to, Mum? 

RUTH:  Yes, you have to… 

SAUL:   But it’s so boring working in the field… 

RUTH:  Your Dad needs your help… 

SAUL:   But he’s going to be in such a bad mood… 

RUTH:  How do you know that? 

SAUL:   I heard him say to Hannah that the crop has failed… 

RUTH:  Has it? He hasn’t told me… 

SAUL:   Why should he? You’re only his wife…. 

RUTH: Don’t be cheeky…you better go and find him…I don’t want him around 
me if he’s in a bad mood…  

SAUL: Can I go and play with my friends later? 

RUTH: You’ll have to ask your Dad when you see him… 

SAUL: Oh, Mum! 

RUTH: I don’t know how long he needs you for….The sooner you start 
helping him, the sooner you finish…Come on, off you 

 go!  

(Miriam enters) 

RUTH: Hello Miriam 

MIRIAM: Hello Ruth… 

RUTH: How nice to see you…has your crop failed too? 

MIRIAM: I’m afraid so….Hannah told me yesterday… 

RUTH: At least your daughter tells you these things…. 

MIRIAM: Did Daniel forget to tell you? 

(Ruth nods) 
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MIRIAM: I’m sure he didn’t mean to. (pause) But this is not the first time a crop 
has failed…it’s happened before….and we’ve survived… 

RUTH: Yes, I know…. 

MIRIAM: Anyway, there are more important things in life… 

RUTH: Such as? 

MIRIAM: Family… 

(Ruth looks away and then looks at Miriam) 

RUTH: And love… 

MIRIAM: The two go hand in hand, don’t they? 

RUTH: They should do… 

MIRIAM: Has Saul been a naughty boy? Has that made Daniel cross with him? 

RUTH: No, it not them,,,it’s me… 

MIRIAM: You, Ruth? What’s wrong? 

RUTH: I don’t love Daniel anymore… 

MIRIAM: Don’t you? 

RUTH: I don’t want to be with him…I want to be… with…. 

MIRIAM: Joshua?… 

RUTH: Yes, but how did you know? 

MIRIAM: I came round to see you the other day and you were in each other’s 
arms…..Have you told Daniel? 

RUTH: I am going to tell him when he come back from the field… 

MIRIAM: But what about Saul? 

RUTH: I think Daniel and I should both tell him tomorrow… 

MIRIAM: That will probably be best…. 

RUTH: I just hope Daniel agrees to do that… 
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MIRIAM: How long have you felt this way about Joshua? 

RUTH: Quite a while…it’s the feeling I get every time we are together…I love 
talking to him. I love just being with him… 

MIRIAM: I can’t help thinking about Saul…. 

RUTH: I used to think, “I can’t leave Daniel because of Saul” but now I think “I 
should because I don’t want him to see that I don’t love his Dad 
anymore”. 

MIRIAM: So you didn’t talk to anyone about this? 

RUTH: Only Joshua…. 

MIRIAM: You didn’t think of talking to the Priest? 

RUTH: (shakes her head) I don’t think he would have been the right person.. 

MIRIAM: I know what you mean… 

RUTH: I remember saying a prayer in the Temple…I didn’t stay long because 
I didn’t want Daniel to see me… 

(Saul and Daniel enter) 

SAUL: We’re home!! 

DANIEL: Hello Miriam…. 

MIRIAM: Hello Daniel…how have you got on? 

DANIEL: The good news is that not all of the crop failed…I have managed to 
save some of it… 

SAUL: I? What about me? I helped too!  

DANIEL: Of course you did! I’m sorry Saul …Can I just say that you were a 
great help in the field! 

SAUL: Thanks Dad… 

RUTH: Now that you are both back, I can start preparing our meal… 

MIRIAM: I better be getting back… 

DANIEL: Would you like to join us, Miriam? 
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MIRIAM: Thank you, but I need to get back…I’m sure Cyrus will want his meal 
too!!  

RUTH: Goodbye, Miriam… 

DANIEL: Goodbye 

(Daniel turns to Ruth) 

DANIEL: Right, I am going to have a wash before we eat… 

(Ruth turns to Saul) 

RUTH: And you can have a wash too… 

SAUL: Must I? 

DANIEL: Yes, of course…come on…. 

(Daniel and Saul leave) 
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ACT 6 

JOSHUA:  It’s pointless….it will be a waste of time… 

ESAU:  How can correcting a wrong be a waste of time? 

JOSHUA:  What do you expect him say? 

ESAU:  Not much…it’s what I expect him to do… 

JOSHUA:  Ask you to preach? 

ESAU:  He could do a lot worse… 

JOSHUA:  What then? 

ESAU:  He could think seriously about the way he preaches… 
  
JOSHUA:  The way…or what he preaches? 

ESAU: Both really,,,look, if you have something really important to say then 
you need to tell people in such a way that they listen,,, 

JOSHUA: Are you saying that people don’t listen to him in the Temple? 

ESAU: They hear the priest...they don’t listen to him…  
   
JOSHUA:  Some people must listen to him… 

ESAU: Some? Shouldn’t everyone? (pause) Can you remember what he said 
the last time he preached?     

JOSHUA:: (pause) No, I can’t…. 

ESAU: I asked Hannah the same question and she couldn’t remember 
either…. 

JOSHUA: But you can’t judge him, Esau,  

ESAU: Why not? 

JOSHUA: He’s a priest and you’re not…. 

ESAU: I know that! But he’s a man, just like you and me… 
   
JOSHUA: But he’s doing God’s work, we’re not… 

ESAU: So God’s work is to preach boring sermons. 
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JOSHUA: I still think you’ll be wasting your time,,,anyway, there are more 
important things to life…. 

ESAU: There’s eating….that’s very important to life… 

JOSHUA: I wasn’t thinking of that… 

ESAU: No, I know you weren’t  you were thinking of what you don’t have… 

JOSHUA: I don’t have it now… 

ESAU: Why do you say it like that, Joshua? (pause) Is your life about to 
change? 

JOSHUA: I hope so…. 

ESAU: Do I know her? 

JOSHUA: It’s Ruth.. 

ESAU: Ruth? Daniel’s wife? 

(Joshua nods) 

ESAU: And she’s leaving him for you? 

JOSHUA: Are you surprised? 

ESAU: Why should I be? They’re not the first couple to divorce…and they 
won’t be the last….. 

JOSHUA: I’m not looking forward to seeing Daniel. I’m sure he’ll have…  

(Malachi enters) 

MALACHI Hello, I’m Malachi… 

JOSHUA: Hello. I’m Joshua and this is Esau… 

MALACHI: I’ve come to help your Priest… 

ESAU: With his sermons? 

MALACHI: What do you mean by that? 

ESAU: They are very uninspiring…. 

MALACHI: How can the word of God be uninspiring? 
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ESAU: It’s the way he preaches to the people… 

MALACHI: But that would be his way. Every priest has his own way of preaching.  

ESAU: But it doesn’t hold their attention. 

MALACHI: Let me tell you something. The priest is in the Temple to preach. He is 
not there to perform… 

ESAU: He needs to know how the people feel… 

MALACHI: So what do have in mind? How will you change his way of preaching? 

ESAU:   I was going to speak to him myself… 

MALACHI: Were you? And tell him what you thought of his preaching? 

(Esau shakes his head) 

MALACHI: Have you ever thought of praying for him? Have you ever thought of 
asking God to help him?   

ESAU: No, I haven’t…. 

MALACHI: Do you know why you should do that? 

(Esau shakes his head) 

MALACHI: Because God is much closer to him than you are… 

(Esau marches off) 
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ACT 7 

DANIEL:  Who are you?   

MALACHI:  My name is Malachi… 

DANIEL: I’m sorry but your face is not familiar..… 

MALACHI: I haven’t been here long…I’ve come to help your priest… 

DANIEL: Do you think you could help me? I could do with some help…  

MALACHI: What’s happened? 

DANIEL: My wife has left me… 

MALACHI: Was it something you did?  

DANIEL: She has left me for another man…she wants to divorce me… 

MALACHI: But that is against God’s Law? 

DANIEL: That won’t make any difference… 

MALACHI: It should do…Don’t people here live by the word of God… 

DANIEL: We go to the Temple… 

MALACHI: The Priest tells me that only some of you go…why don’t all of you go? 

(Miriam and Hannah enter) 

MIRIAM: Hello Daniel… 

DANIEL: Miriam!! Ruth has left me…did you know? 

MIRIAM: She told me just before you got back from the field…Where’s Saul? 

DANIEL: He’s gone to the market with Ruth and…him! 

MIRIAM: What did Saul say when you told him? 

DANIEL: He didn’t say much…he’s been very quiet, hardly said a word….What 
am I going to do? 

MALACHI: When you say your daily prayers to God… 
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DANIEL: My what? 

MALACHI: Your daily prayers…you pray to God, don’t you? 

DANIEL: Sometimes.. 

MALACHI: Sometimes?.... When you remember? When you want something? 
(pause) Have you forgotten how important it is to talk to God?  

MIRIAM: Who are you? 

HANNAH: Mum, this is Malachi….don’t you remember me telling you about him?
… 

MIRIAM: Oh yes, you’ve come to help the priest…. 

MALACHI: And I’ve come to help you too. 

HANNAH: Do you think we need it? 

MALACHI: I’m sure you do. What has happened to your devotion to God? Why 
have you strayed from his path? 

HANNAH: He took my Dad away from me….How can you be devoted to 
someone who does that? 

MALACHI: Hannah, as much as you need and want your Dad to be here, God 
needs him more….  

HANNAH: But we don’t see God in our lives… 

MALACHI: But he is there. He hasn’t left you…you’ve left him… 

HANNAH: How have we done that? 

MALACHI: If you have something precious, you do everything you can to keep it 
that way. I can see you’ve stopped doing those things…    

(Priest enters)  

PRIEST: There you are, Malachi…I was looking for you…I’m sorry, have I 
interrupted you? 

MALACHI: I was saying how precious the love of God is in everyone’s lives… 
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PRIEST: Of course it is, 

MALACHI: And how important it is to show how much you value it. (Turns to the 
others) But you’ve stopped doing that. You can’t expect God to put up 
with the way you have been behaving… 

MIRIAM: What should we do now? 

MALACHI: You need to take a look at yourselves and ask, “Are the things I do 
pleasing to God?” You all need to be take responsibility for you own 
actions. 

MIRIAM: Will God forgive us? 

MALACHI: Of course he will. But you must always give him your best. And when 
you do, he will give you his blessings.   
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