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LET HIS LIGHT SHINE 
 

BY 
ALAN YOUNG 

CAST OF CHARACTERS:- 
 
CORNELIUS - ANNA’S FATHER.  A FOLLOWER OF JESUS BUT HAS 

KEPT THIS FROM ANNA 
 
ANNA - CORNELIUS’ DAUGHTER. WORKS AS A SERVANT 

GIRL AT THE HOUSE OF CAIAPHAS. 
 
PETER THE DISCIPLE 
 
SILAS – HUSBAND OF BETHANY RESENTS HOW LIFE HAS 

CHANGED AND BLAMES JESUS FOR THIS.   
 
BETHANY – WIFE OF SILAS.  DRINKS IN EXCESS TO COPE WITH 

HER LOVELESS MARRIAGE.  
  
CLAUDIA – FRIEND OF SILAS & BETHANY 

 

PONTIUS PILATE 
 
HIGH PRIEST – ADVISOR TO PILATE 
 
MARK – YOUNG BOY KNOWN BY CLAUDIA 
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ACT 1 
 

 
ANNA:  Father! 
 
(Cornelius turns round) 
 
CORNELIUS: Hello Anna! 
 
(Cornelius and Anna hug each other) 
 
ANNA:  Father, have you heard the news? 
 
CORNELIUS: News? What news? 
 
ANNA:  They have arrested that man, Jesus. 
 
CORNELIUS: (sounding alarmed) Have they? 
 
ANNA:  They have taken him to the House of Caiaphas.  
 
CORNELIUS: What, at this time? Why don’t they wait until it is light? 
 
ANNA: Does it matter, Father? If he has been arrested, it will only be a 
matter of time before they…. 
 
CORNELIUS: (interrupting) Before they what? 
 
ANNA: Before they put him to death! 
 
CORNELIUS: But he…he may be found innocent.. 
 
ANNA; What makes you think that? Surely, you know that all the Chief 
Priests and Pharisees want him crucified. If you ask me, there’s only going to 
be one outcome.  
 
CORNELIUS: I just hope he gets a fair trial. 
 
ANNA: Do you? But what does it matter to you, Father. You didn’t know 
him. It’s not as though he is a friend of yours.. 
 
CORNELIUS: No, no, of course not. 
 
ANNA; You sound quite protective of him… 
 
CORNELIUS: Do I? I just don’t like to see any man being unfairly 
treated. 
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ANNA: But, Father, he didn’t do himself any favours, did he? He made it 
quite clear that he didn’t like the Pharisees. 
 
CORNELIUS: Yes, I know, but the Pharisees always wanted to catch 
him out. They were afraid of him. 
 
ANNA: Afraid? 
 
CORNELIUS: Yes, Anna. Jesus has become a very popular figure. Do 
you have any idea how many people gather to hear him speak? 
 
ANNA: No, I have no idea. Bur how do you know? Have you heard him 
speak? 
 
CORNELIUS: No….no…someone told me. But, when you become very 
popular, you also become very powerful and the Pharisees feared that Jesus 
would become more powerful than them.  
 
ANNA: But why get on the wrong side of the Pharisees? He must have 
known what they would do if he fell out with them. 
 
CORNELIUS: Anna, if you believe in something, really believe, then 
nothing will change your mind. Nothing will come between you and the belief 
you have. 
 
ANNA; That depends… 
 
CORNELIUS: On what? 
 
ANNA: On how far you will go, to stand up for what you believe in. 
(Pause) Are you telling me that Jesus is prepared to die for what he believes 
in? 
 
(Cornelius nods) 
 
ANNA: That’s taking it too far, Father… I could never do that… 
 
CORNELIUS: Neither could I. But I’m not Jesus.  
 
ANNA: What difference does that make?  
 
CORNELIUS: Jesus said that he would suffer many things and be 
rejected by the the Elders, the Scribes and the High Priests. He said that he 
would be put to death and.... 
 
ANNA: (interrupts) But Father, if you behave the way he has, then that 
is stating the obvious. 
 
CORNELIUS: Let me finish, Anna. Jesus said that he would be put to 
death but after three days, he would rise again. 
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ANNA: Rise again? Oh, come on, Father. You don’t believe that, do 
you? Once you are dead, that’s it. You’re dead!! Or was he talking about his 
twin brother? 
 
CORNELIUS: No Anna, I’m certain he wasn’t. 
 
ANNA: How do you know for sure? You told me you never heard him 
speak? 
 
CORNELIUS: (Unconvincingly) Er, yes, that’s right. I’m just telling you 
what I was told… 
 
ANNA: Well, I’ll be able to find out for myself, won’t I? 
 
CORNELIUS: Oh, are you going to work now? 
 
(Anna nods) 
 
CORNELIUS: I expect a big crowd will gather round the House of 
Caiaphas, and they will get very thirsty from all the talking they will do. I hope 
you have enough wine to serve them. 
 
ANNA: Yes, so do I (pause). I am sure it will be a very long and busy 
evening.    
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ACT 2 
 

 
(Peter enters. He is angry and frightened) 
 
CORNELIUS: Peter!! I have just heard from Anna that Jesus has been 
arrested. 
 
(Peter starts shaking his head) 
 
PETER: I can’t believe he did it. (Getting angry) I just can’t believe it!! 
 
CORNELIUS: Believe what?   
 
PETER: Jesus has been betrayed by Judas... 
 
CORNELIUS: Judas? 
 
PETER: Yes, Judas, one of his own disciples!! How could he?    
 
CORNELIUS: Why would he have done such a thing? What would have 
made him do it? (Pause) Are you sure it was him? 
 
PETER: (Getting angry at Cornelius) Do you think I making it up? Do you 
think I have the wrong person?    
 
CORNELIUS: No, no, of course not, Peter. I was just asking. (Trying to 
calm Peter down) You obviously saw Judas betray him. 
 
PETER: Oh yes, I was there. 
 
CORNELIUS: What happened? 
 
PETER: We were with Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane.  
 
CORNELIUS: We? 
 
PETER: James, John and myself. (Pause) We had all fallen asleep and 
when Jesus woke us up, we could see there was this procession coming 
towards us. I knew something was wrong… 
 
CORNELIUS: How did you know that? 
 
PETER: The gleam of metal from the lanterns meant that this was an 
armed guard. But that was nothing compared to the shock I got when I saw 
who was leading the procession. 
 
CORNELIUS: Is that when you saw Judas? 
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(Peter nods) 
 
PETER: And do you know what he did? 
 
(Cornelius shakes his head) 
 
PETER: He goes up to Jesus and kisses him. 
 
CORNELIUS: Really? Did Jesus say anything to Judas? 
 
PETER: He said, “Are you going to betray me with a kiss?” 
 
CORNELIUS: What happened then? 
 
PETER: The armed guards came rushing up and seized Jesus, and took 
him away. 
 
CORNELIUS: Didn’t Jesus try to resist? 
 
(Peter shakes his head) 
 
CORNELIUS: Could you have done something, Peter? 
 
PETER: Me? Oh, I did something. I became really angry and started to 
lash out with my sword. 
 
CORNELIUS: Oh? 
 
PETER: I cut off the ear of one of the high priest’s servants. 
 
CORNELIUS: Did you think they were going to arrest you? 
 
PETER: Yes, I think they probably would have done, if it hadn’t been for 
Jesus. He told me to put my sword away, and then went up to the servant. He 
touched him and healed his ear. 
 
CORNELIUS: And yet even this act of kindness could not change their 
minds about Jesus. 
 
PETER: But how could they, Cornelius? They were following orders!   
 
CORNELIUS: Did Jesus look shocked when he saw Judas? 
 
PETER: No, not really. (pause) And why should he? 
 
CORNELIUS: What do you mean by that? 
 
PETER: He said that one of us would betray him. 
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CORNELIUS: Did he? When? 
 
PETER: At the last meal we had together. One by one, we all asked him 
…but he wouldn’t tell us which disciple was going to do it. (pause) Now we 
know it was Judas. 
 
CORNELIUS: And the kiss he gave Jesus must have been the sign 
(pause) What are you going to do now? 
 
PETER: I’m going to the House of Caiaphas. I need to find out what is 
going to happen to Jesus. 
 
CORNELIUS: Anna has just left. She is working there this evening. 
Won’t she recognise you? 
 
PETER: She might have seen me with Jesus. I’m sure she hasn’t seen 
me talking to you. Anyway, does it matter? You’ve told her about me, haven’t 
you? 
 
(Cornelius does not answer Peter) 
 
PETER: Did you hear what I said? 
 
(Cornelius nods) 
 
PETER: Well, you have, haven’t you? 
 
(Cornelius shakes his head) 
 
PETER: You must have told her about Jesus though, and the times 
you’ve gone to listen to him. 
 
CORNELIUS: No…no, I haven’t... 
 
PETER: But why? 
 
CORNELIUS: I wasn’t sure what she would say, how she would react. 
 
PETER: Cornelius, she is your daughter. 
 
CORNELIUS: Yes, I know, but I didn’t want anything to come between 
us. She means so much to me. (pause) She is the only family I have left.  
 
PETER: You need to talk to her. First, tell her how you feel about her, 
how important she is to you, and then tell her how you feel about Jesus.  
 
CORNELIUS: That won’t be easy. 
 
PETER: Pray for help. Ask for all the strength you need to tell her these 
things. Jesus has told us how we can be better people, how we can lead 
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better lives, how we can make this world a better place. He has given us all a 
light. Now we need to let his light shine. 



Page 9 of 22 

 

ACT 3 
 

 
SILAS: Well, well, well. Look at all these people. They are getting so 
excited, aren’t they? 
 
(Bethany and Claudia nod) 
 
SILAS:  And all because of this one man, Jesus? 
 
(Bethany and Claudia nod again) 
 
SILAS:  What makes him so special? 
 
CLAUDIA: Where have you been, Silas? In a very deep sleep, and just 
woken up? Don’t you know what this man has done? 
 
SILAS: Yes, yes, of course I know. But he’s only a man, isn’t he? He is 
not a king, or anything.  
 
CLAUDIA: Some people think he is. Do you know how many go and listen 
to him? 
 
SILAS: Not for much longer. His days of preaching are over. 
 
BETHANY: It is such a shame. 
 
SILAS: (Facetiously) Oh, hello my dear, I thought you had fallen asleep. 
 
BETHANY: I’ve only had two glasses of wine.. 
 
SILAS: But usually that’s all it takes, my dear 
 
BETHANY: (not looking at Silas) and the sound of your voice… 
 
CLAUDIA: Bethany, why do you think it’s a shame about Jesus? 
 
BETHANY: Well, he changed the mood of the people, didn’t he? I could see 
it in their faces and in the way they talked. They were happier and more 
positive. 
 
CLAUDIA: It certainly made this town a different place. 
 
SILAS: Your’re right Claudia. This used be such a lovely and peaceful 
town.  
 
CLAUDIA: I didn’t mean it like that. 
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SILAS: I did!! 
 
BETHANY: He always has to have the last word. 
 
SILAS: Anyway, I could do with another glass of wine…Where’s Anna? 
Anna!! 
 
(Anna walks on)   … 
 
SILAS: There you are. Could I have another glass of wine? What about 
you, Claudia? 
 
CLAUDIA: Not for me, thank you. 
 
BETHANY: I’ll have another glass 
 
SILAS: Are you sure that is wise, my dear? It will only make you feel 
unwell….again. 
 
BETHANY: Don’t start, Silas! 
 
SILAS: I’m just thinking of you, my dear. Wouldn’t it be nice to be able to 
go to the market in the mornings Instead of having to stay in bed? 
 
(Peter walks on) 
 
CLAUDIA: Stop it, you two!!  You know, sometimes I wonder, “How have 
you stayed married for so long?!”. 
 
ANNA: I’ll get two more glasses of wine… 
 
SILAS: If you must… 
 
(Anna turns and sees Peter) 
 
ANNA: Hello. Can I help you at all? Are you looking for someone? 
 
PETER: No, I’m not. I saw all these people and I just wondered what was 
going on. 
 
ANNA: They have arrested Jesus. 
 
PETER: Oh, is that it? 
 
ANNA: You know, your face looks familiar. Have I seen you somewhere 
before?  
 
PETER: (abruptly) No!! I don’t recognise your face!! 

 
ANNA: What’s your name? 
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PETER: (hesitantly) Peter… 
 
ANNA: Peter? (pause) Yes, of course. I saw you with Jesus. Are you 
one of his disciples? 
 
PETER: One of his disciples? Of course I’m not!! 
 
(Peter walks away towards Silas, Bethany and Claudia – Anna walks off) 
 
SILAS: Hello. My name is Silas, this is my wife, Bethany, and our friend, 
Claudia. Would you like to join us? 
 
PETER: No, I can’t stay long. 
 
SILAS: Do you live in this town or are you just visiting? 
 
PETER: No, I’m just passing through. 
 
SILAS: I ask because I don’t think I’ve seen you before but….. 
 
(Silas stares at Peter) 
 
PETER: What? What is it? Why are you staring at me? 
 
SILAS: I have seen you before. 
 
PETER: Really, where? 
 
SILAS: You were with than man Jesus!! 
 
PETER: You’re wrong!! You’re confusing me with someone else!! I don’t 
know that man!! 
 
CLAUDIA: You’re right Silas. I’m sure I’ve seen you before. And what is 
more, you have an accent. Where are you from? Galilee? 
 
SILAS: Isn’t that where Jesus came from? 
 
CLAUDIA: He must be a disciple of Jesus!   
 
PETER: What are you talking about? I am not one of his disciples!! And 
how many times do I have to tell you? For the third and last time, I DON’T 
KNOW THE MAN!!   
  
(The cock crows – Peter runs out with head bowed) 
   
   

SONG: “JESUS IS CRUCIFIED” 
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ACT 4 
 

 
PILATE: What have I done? (shakes his head) What have I done? An 
innocent man has been put to death. And I am responsible. 
 
HIGH PRIEST: An innocent man? What makes you say that, Pilate? 
 
PILATE: He did nothing to violate the law. Couldn’t you see that? 
 
HIGH PRIEST: I’ll tell you what I saw. I saw a man who had no respect 
for authority, a man who put malicious thoughts into people’s heads, a man 
who claimed to be a king and expected to be treated like one. 
 
PILATE: Is that what you really thought of him? 
 
HIGH PREIST: Not only me, Pilate.  
 
PILATE: What do you mean? 
 
HIGH PRIEST: How many people were demanding his death? And in 
what way? Were they asking politely or were they shouting at the top of their 
voices? 
 
PILATE: Yes, that’s true. 
 
HIGH PRIEST: And if they really thought that much of Jesus, why did 
they choose Barabbas to be set free and not him? Barabbas? A murderer!! 
What does that say about this man Jesus? 
 
PILATE: I can’t explain that. I thought his followers would choose him. 
 
HIGH PREIST: Perhaps they had realised what this man was really like. 
Should he really have gone around, telling everyone not to pay their taxes? 
Who had given him the authority to do that?       Had you? 
 
PILATE: No, no, of course not. 
 
HIGH PREIST: Well, then. This is not the time for regrets. You did what 
you had to. 
 
PILATE: Yes, I did what I had to, but did I do the right thing? 
 
HIGH PRIEST: Have you heard what I just said? 
 
PILATE: I studied all the charges against him. And could I find any case 
against him? No, I couldn’t. 
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(High Priest sighs in disbelief) 
 
PILATE: The witnesses that came forward to prove these charges…they 
all told a different story!! Yes, Jesus may have incited the people with his 
teachings. That was wrong, I accept that. So I had him whipped. But he nearly 
died because the whipping was so savage. I didn’t order that. 
 
HIGH PREIST: There must have been some misunderstanding. 
 
PILATE: That’s not the point. What I am saying is that there was nothing 
he did that was deserving of death.  
 
HIGH PRIEST: Wasn’t there? Then why did you give in? If you really 
thought he was innocent, why did you hand him over to be crucified? 
 
PILATE: It’s what the people wanted. 
 
HIGH PRIEST: So you give the people whatever they want. Is that it? 
 
PILATE: No, no, of course not. (Pause) Don’t you see, I had to. 
 
HIGH PRIEST: Had to? 
 
PILATE: Yes! I had to. I could see the people were so against Jesus, so 
worked up. There could have been a riot if I didn’t hand him over. I needed to 
keep the peace. 
 
HIGH PRIEST: Was that it? 
 
PILATE: If I had lost control of the people, Rome would have found out 
and I would have no longer been governor. Don’t you see? 
 
HIGH PRIEST: So that is why you handed Jesus over to be crucified.  
 
PILATE: Yes, and that is what I have to live with. 
 
HIGH PRIEST: But why give yourself this guilt? Who else thought Jesus 
was innocent? Did you see any of his disciples come forward and defend 
him? 
 
PILATE: He told me he was a king and I only had my authority because it 
was given to me by God. 
 
HIGH PRIEST: You sound as though you believed him. How can you 
believe in blasphemy?  
 
PILATE: He sounded so…. 
 
HIGH PREIST: (interrupts) Look, a man has asked to give Jesus a proper 
burial. I have no idea why he wants to do….. 
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PILATE:  (interrupts) A man? What man? 
 
HIGH PRIEST: His name is Joseph. He comes from Arimathea. He said 
he is willing to pay any sum for the privilege. Obviously, he needs your 
permission. 
 
PILATE: What do you know about him? 
 
HIGH PREIST: Not much. Only that he must be very wealthy.  
 
PILATE: What make you say that? 
 
HIGH PREIST: He has offered his own prepared tomb for the body of 
Jesus. 
 
PILATE: (sounding surprised) Has he? (pause) Tell him he can have the 
body. 
 
(High Priest leaves) 
 
PILATE: A proper burial? That is the least he deserves.  
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ACT 5 
 

 
CLAUDIA: Hello Mark 
 
MARK: Hello… 
 
CLAUDIA: What are you doing here? Why aren’t you playing with your 
friends? 
 
MARK: I don’t feel like it… 
 
CALUDIA: But you always play with your friends….aren’t you feeling well? 
 
MARK: I’m sad…. 
 
CLAUDIA: What about? 
 
MARK: I won’t see Jesus again, will I? 
 
CLAUDIA: No, you won’t… 
 
MARK: I’ll miss not seeing him… 
 
CLAUDIA: Will you?  
 
MARK: He was always pleased to see me…and my friends too…he 
wasn’t like other grown-ups 
 
CLAUDIA: In what way? 
 
MARK: He liked us being near him…he never told us to go away… 
 
CLAUDIA: Do some grown-ups do that?  
  
(Mark nods)  
 
MARK: But Jesus never did. And I really like the stories he told. 
 
CLAUDIA: A lot of people did too… 
 
MARK: So I don’t understand… 
 
CLAUDIA: What don’t you understand, Mark?    
 
MARK: Why did everyone turn against him? I thought everyone liked 
him. 
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CLAUDIA: They did at first…. but then something changed the way they 
thought about him… 
 
MARK: Did he do something bad? 
 
CLAUDIA: I didn’t hear of anything……    
 
MARK: So why did they change? 
 
CLAUDIA: I’m not sure….The only way to find out is by asking everyone.. 
 
MARK: Are you sad too? 
 
CLAUDIA: Yes, a little.…but we will both just have to carry on. The world 
won’t stop now that Jesus has gone but it will be different…. 
 
MARK: I don’t know if I will like it as much… 
 
CLAUDIA: The best thing to do is try and remember what Jesus said. 
 
MARK: What? Everything? 
 
CLAUDIA: No, of course not….try and remember one thing…  
 
MARK: (Pause) I know, “Do to others as you would have them do to 
you”.    
 
CLAUDIA: That’s right, Jesus said that…Do you think you could do that?  
 
MARK: I’ll try… 
 
CALUDIA: And so will I…. 
 
MARK: What are you going to do now? 
 
CLAUDIA: I’m on my way to the market. I need to buy some…oh look. 
there’s Mary Magdalene…I want to talk to her…I’ll see you later, Mark. 
 
MARK: Bye.. 
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ACT 6 
 

 
SILAS: That’s more like it. Jesus has left this world and things are back 
to how they used to be. Life is far more civilized and there’s far less noise. 
And you can walk through the town without seeing people getting all excited. 
Sanity has been restored. 
 
BETHANY: Sanity? Is that what you call it?  
 
SILAS: Yes, my dear. We are now all back, living in the real world. 
 
BETHANY: The real world? Is that where people are bored from doing the 
same things everyday…is that it? (Pause) Can’t you see, Silas, their eyes and 
ears were opened?   
 
SILAS: What, by this man Jesus? (shakes his head) 
 
BETHANY: It’s obvious you didn’t think much of him. But, tell me, what was 
it about Jesus that you didn’t like. You never heard him speak, did you?   
 
SILAS: Yes, I did. Once. 
 
BETHANY: I never knew that. You never told me. 
 
SILAS: You wouldn’t remember, my dear, if I did.. 
 
BETHANY: Well, what did he say? He must have offended you in some 
way. 
 
SILAS: He claimed to be the Son of God. How outrageous! How can 
any man say that? No one has the right to say that…. 
 
BETHANY: (interrupts)….unless you are the Son of God? 
 
SILAS: Exactly! I didn’t have time for a blasphemer. 
 
BETHANY: You didn’t, but there were many people who followed him.  
 
 (Claudia enters)  
 
SILAS: That’s right, but tell me, what are they going to do now? Jesus is 
dead, and that is the end of it… 
 
CLAUDIA: Is it? 
 
BETHANY: Claudia… 
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SILAS: What do you mean? 
 
CLAUDIA: You haven’t heard then. Jesus has risen. He is alive.  
 
SILAS: He’s what? He can’t be alive! He was crucified!  
 
CLAUDIA: I have been told by someone who has seen him. 
 
BETHANY: Who was that, Claudia? 
 
CLAUDIA: Mary Magdalene.  
 
(Anna enters) 
 
CLAUDIA: Jesus spoke to her. He said to tell his disciples that He was on 
His way to the one who is His father and their father.  
 
BETHANY That must be God..(looks round to see Anna) Anna! Are you still 
here? I thought you had finished working for the day. 
 
ANNA: I have but I am waiting for my Father..(pause) I have just heard 
what you said, Claudia, about Mary and how she saw Jesus. Did you believe 
her? 
 
CLAUDIA: Yes, Anna. I believed her. I have never seen anyone so happy. 
She was almost in tears when she told me. 
 
ANNA: Do you think she has told his disciples yet? 
 
CLAUDIA: I am sure she’s done that by now. 
 
(Turning round) 
 
ANNA: Hello Silas. Is there anything wrong? You’re not usually this 
quiet... 
 
SILAS: I need to go home. I don’t feel myself. (Turns to Bethany) Are 
you coming? 
 
BETHANY: Would you like me to help you? 
 
(Bethany takes Silas’ arm) 
 
SILAS: Now that makes a change, doesn’t it? You helping me home. 
Usually, it’s the other way round. 
 
(Bethany shakes her head and they walk off)  
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CLAUDIA: So what do you think, Anna? Are you surprised by what I have 
said?   
 
ANNA; No. not surprised…. 
 
CLAUDIA: Really? 
 
ANNA: More shocked than surprised. (pause) I have no reason to doubt 
what you said, Claudia, but it’s still so hard to believe. I’ve never heard of a 
man coming back from the dead… 
 
CLAUDIA: No ordinary man… 
 
ANNA: I’m beginning to think that’s true. 
 
(Cornelius enters) 
 
CORNELIUS: Hello Anna 
 
ANNA; Hello Father 
 
CORNELIUS: I hope you haven’t been waiting too long. 
 
ANNA: Father, this is Claudia… 
 
CORNELIUS: Hello Claudia, pleased to meet you. 
 
ANNA: Claudia has some incredible news…. 
 
CORNELIUS: Oh, what is it? 
 
ANNA: Jesus has risen from the dead… 
 
CORNELIUS: Has he? 
 
CLAUDIA: I am a friend of Mary Magdalene. She told me that Jesus spoke 
to her. 
 
(Cornelius is speechless) 
 
ANNA: Father? Is something the matter? 
 
    Page 18 
 
 
CORNELIUS: No, no, not at all. I’m just lost for words… 
 
CLAUDIA: Look, I hope you don’t think I’m rude but I really want to catch up 
with Silas and Bethany. 
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ANNA: No, of course not. I am working tomorrow so I will probably see 
you then. 
 
(Claudia turns to Cornelius) 
 
CLAUDIA: It was nice to have met you. Good bye. 
 
(Claudia leaves – Anna turns to Cornelius) 
 
ANNA: Are you sure you are alright, Father? 
 
(Cornelius turns away) 
 
ANNA: Has someone said or done something to you? Please tell me. 
 
CORNELIUS: Someone has done something to me.. 
 
ANNA: Do I know this person? 
 
CORNELIUS: It was Jesus.. 
 
ANNA: Jesus? Did you see him as well? 
 
CORNELIUS: No, I didn’t 
 
ANNA: What did he do, then? 
 
CORNELIUS: He has changed the way I feel about my life. 
 
ANNA: I don’t understand.. 
 
CORNELIUS: Look Anna, when your mother died, I was devastated. I 
thought I would always wear this cloak of sadness. And the only time it comes 
off is when I am with you. But, one day, I was persuaded to go and listen to 
Jesus.  
 
ANNA: But you told me you had never heard Jesus speak.. 
 
CORNELIUS: I know I did. It was easier that way… 
 
ANNA: Easier for you. 
 
CORNELIUS: Anna, no one in this world means more to me than you. 
You are all I have. 
 
ANNA: So, could you not bring yourself to tell me? 
 
CORNELIUS: I wanted to, I really did. But what if you didn’t approve? 
What if you didn’t like Jesus? I had just heard the most inspiring sermon. I 
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was so moved by what Jesus had said. It was as though he was talking to me. 
But I couldn’t let him come between us.  
 
ANNA: You could have told me, Father. Had I said anything to you that 
made you think I didn’t like Jesus? 
 
CORNELIUS: No, you hadn’t….I’m sorry Anna. Please don’t be angry at 
me. 
 
ANNA: I won’t, Father. How could I be? I know how hard it’s been for 
you. But what has made you tell me now? 
 
CORNELIUS: When I heard Jesus speak, I thought I was listening to a 
very special and profound person. I would go away and think about the things 
he said for days. I believed in him but could not share that belief with anyone 
else. And then when he was crucified I thought I was right to keep my belief 
hidden. 
  
ANNA; Had you stopped believing? 
 
CORNELIUS: No, not at all. I thought it would be safer not to say 
anything. But when I heard he had risen from the dead… 
 
ANNA: Did you know before Claudia told us that he had risen? 
 
  
(Cornelius nods) 
 
ANNA: How? Who told you? 
 
CORNELIUS: Peter 
 
ANNA: Peter? The same Peter I saw in the courtyard.. 
 
CORNELIUS: That’s right… 
 
ANNA: So he was one of his disciples!! I thought as much….but how did 
you get to know him, Father? 
 
CORNELIUS: Through following Jesus. You see, Peter told me so much 
about him. What a good and generous man he was. So when I heard he had 
risen, I knew I couldn’t keep this from you any longer. Why believe in Jesus 
and keep it to myself? Why should I be afraid of you finding out? 
 
ANNA: Father, I am so pleased you have told me all of this. Jesus has 
touched you in a very special way.(pause) He will never come between us.  
 
CORNELIUS: I’m so happy you feel that way. 
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ANNA: It sounds as though you have been given a light, and I would 
really like to help you 
 
CORNELIUS: Would you, Anna? How? 
 
ANNA: Let us both let his light shine. 
 
(Cornelius and Anna hug each other) 
 
 

SONG: “LET HIS LIGHT SHINE” 

 


